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In a long-overlooked diary entry, Franz Kafka admitted to suffering from ''bouts
of clairvoyance.'' These bouts of clairvoyance can be seen in his writing, in
moments when the solid basis of human cognition totters, the dissolution of
matter seems imminent, and objects are jarringly severed from physical referents.
June O. Leavitt offers a fascinating examination of the mystical in Kafka's life
and writings, showing that Kafka's understanding of the occult was not only a
product of his own clairvoyant experiences but of the age in which he lived.

Kafka lived during the modern Spiritual Revival, a powerful movement which
resisted materialism, rejected the adulation of science and Darwin, and idealized
clairvoyant modes of consciousness. Kafka's contemporaries - such theosophical
ideologues as Madame H.P. Blavatsky, Annie Besant, and Dr. Rudolph Steiner -
encouraged the counterculture to seek the true, spiritual essence of reality by
inducing out-of-body experiences and producing visions of higher disembodied
beings through meditative techniques. Leaders of the Spiritual Revival also
called for the adoption of certain lifestyles, such as vegetarianism, in order to
help transform consciousness and return humanity to its divine nature.

Interweaving the occult discourse on clairvoyance, the divine nature of animal
life, vegetarianism, the spiritual sources of dreams, and the eternal nature of the
soul with Kafka's dream-chronicles, animal narratives, diaries, letters, and
stories, Leavitt takes the reader on a journey through the texts of a great psychic
writer and the fascinating epoch of the Spiritual Revival.
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In a long-overlooked diary entry, Franz Kafka admitted to suffering from ''bouts of clairvoyance.'' These
bouts of clairvoyance can be seen in his writing, in moments when the solid basis of human cognition totters,
the dissolution of matter seems imminent, and objects are jarringly severed from physical referents. June O.
Leavitt offers a fascinating examination of the mystical in Kafka's life and writings, showing that Kafka's
understanding of the occult was not only a product of his own clairvoyant experiences but of the age in
which he lived.

Kafka lived during the modern Spiritual Revival, a powerful movement which resisted materialism, rejected
the adulation of science and Darwin, and idealized clairvoyant modes of consciousness. Kafka's
contemporaries - such theosophical ideologues as Madame H.P. Blavatsky, Annie Besant, and Dr. Rudolph
Steiner - encouraged the counterculture to seek the true, spiritual essence of reality by inducing out-of-body
experiences and producing visions of higher disembodied beings through meditative techniques. Leaders of
the Spiritual Revival also called for the adoption of certain lifestyles, such as vegetarianism, in order to help
transform consciousness and return humanity to its divine nature.

Interweaving the occult discourse on clairvoyance, the divine nature of animal life, vegetarianism, the
spiritual sources of dreams, and the eternal nature of the soul with Kafka's dream-chronicles, animal
narratives, diaries, letters, and stories, Leavitt takes the reader on a journey through the texts of a great
psychic writer and the fascinating epoch of the Spiritual Revival.
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Editorial Review

Review

"June Leavitt leads us through ethereal and esoteric realms of theosophy and the occult in a pathbreaking
attempt to situate Kafka within Europe's Modern Spiritual Revival, associated with the names of Rudolf
Steiner, Madame Blatavsky, Annie Besant, W.B. Yeats, Gustav Meyrink, T.S. Eliot, and others. Benefiting
from Leavitt's scholarship, we can now understand better Kafka's clairvoyance, dream-life, and mystical
experience and their inner relationship to his writings. Contextualizations she provides derived from Jewish
and Christian Cabala, Freemasonry, and Gnosticism inform Kafka's notions of reincarnation, transcendence,
and transmigration of the soul, as well as the mystical life of animals. Nothing short of a new way of
'experiencing' Kafka is achieved here."
---Mark H. Gelber, Director of the Center for Austrian and German Studies, Ben-Gurion University, Beer
Sheva

"This is a book that gets better and better as it goes along. Through her theosophical framing, Leavitt
illuminates some of Kafka's lesser known works and brings his more famous texts, such as 'Investigations of
a Dog,' to new life. She convincingly interweaves Kafka's dreams, his Nietzsche readings, his early
involvement with synaesthesia and modernism - and, of course, his vegetarianism. Kafka declared that he
was 'nothing but literature.' The Mystical Life of Franz Kafka broadens that life into its full, fascinating
cultural context."
-- James Rolleston, Professor Emeritus of German & Literature, Duke University

"June Leavitt's original study explores neglected moments in Kafka's spiritual landscape and mystical
experiences early in his life, and enables a better understanding of some of the uncanny dimensions of his
later oeuvre. She describes fascinating aspects of the Prague intellectual ambiance that was permeated with
Rudolph Steiner's theories and of Freemasonic approaches at the beginning of the twentieth century,
contributing thereby to a new picture of the young Kafka's inner life in this framework."
--Moshe Idel, Max Cooper Professor in Jewish Thought, Emeritus, Hebrew University, Jerusalem

"In making her case, the author augments the established views on Kafka's familiarity with the Jewish
mystical tradition and Cabala with convincing detective work on Kafka's interest in non-Jewish or secular
mystical traditions."--CHOICE

"Leavitt strives to demonstrate how Kafka's interest in the occult was shaped not only by contemporary
spiritualist discourse but also by his own clairvoyant experiences. In making her case, the author augments
the established views on Kafka's familiarity with the Jewish mystical tradition and Cabala with convincing
detective work on Kafka's interest in non-Jewish or secular mystical traditions, including Christian Cabala



and Freemasonry...Recommended."--CHOICE

"Leavitt's Mystical Life remains a valuable work for the boundary zone it manages to expose...The Mystical
Life of Franz Kafka ultimately teaches us that what distinguishes Kafka as the central Jewish writer of
modernity remains, despite the best efforts of his doorkeepers, precisely what his central parable tells us
about his fiction. Franz Kafka, whether conceived of in Jewish or Christian terms, remains the writer of the
open door."--H-Judaic

"Leavitt is surely right to remind us of the enormous popularity of theosophy and related notions in the
European fin de siècle...and Leavitt is right to suggest that his apparent fascination with Jewish mysticism,
which scholars have made much of in recent decades, probably came to him via Christian sources...Where
does Kafka stand? He was, we know, a notorious faddist, solemnly subjecting himself to nature therapy, raw
food diets and gymnastics, Mazdazanism, Fletcherism and the rest. But what of his writing, which is surely
the important thing? Leavitt trawls his oeuvre to find examples of mystical experiences and out-of-body
states."--Times Literary Supplement

About the Author

June Leavitt is a freelance writer and researcher who has published fiction, scholarly works, and critically-
acclaimed memoirs as well as articles that have appeared in major newspapers and magazines. She
frequently teaches courses on mystical literature in religious traditions in the Overseas Program at Ben
Gurion University of the Negev in Israel.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gilbert Johnson:

Here thing why this kind of The Mystical Life of Franz Kafka: Theosophy, Cabala, and the Modern Spiritual
Revival are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in
the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Mystical Life of Franz
Kafka: Theosophy, Cabala, and the Modern Spiritual Revival giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Mystical Life of Franz
Kafka: Theosophy, Cabala, and the Modern Spiritual Revival. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is
easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Mystical Life of Franz Kafka: Theosophy,
Cabala, and the Modern Spiritual Revival in e-book can be your option.



Lawrence Rowe:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Mystical Life of Franz Kafka:
Theosophy, Cabala, and the Modern Spiritual Revival book since this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Eleonora Plunkett:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Mystical Life of Franz Kafka:
Theosophy, Cabala, and the Modern Spiritual Revival guide written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then
you still uncertainty The Mystical Life of Franz Kafka: Theosophy, Cabala, and the Modern Spiritual
Revival as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break
don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh
come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Steven Perez:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is called of book The Mystical Life of Franz Kafka: Theosophy, Cabala, and the Modern Spiritual
Revival. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge
and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you
from one destination for a other place.
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