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Building upon the success of two previous bestselling editions, the Third Edition
of Family Theories continues to be the ideal resource for readers wishing to
develop an understanding of sophisticated ideas about families and marriages.
Authors James White and David Klein have updated and revised each chapter
based on readers' suggestions and on developments in the area of family
sociology and family studies. An incisive, thorough introduction to current and
traditional theories of the family, this text balances the diversity and richness of a
broad scope of scholarly work.

New to the Third Edition

Starts with a reorganized introductory chapter: The opening chapter has been●

restructured for increased clarity and to offer a better guide to utilizing theory
to guide research and practice.
Introduces a new chapter: Previous editions included seven major theoretical●

frameworks to explain variation in family life. The Third Edition welcomes the
addition of an eighth framework on functionalist theory.
Includes material on postmodernism: By placing information on●

postmodernism within the chapter on the feminist framework, the authors allow
readers to see more clearly how these two intellectual movements relate to the
study of families.
Offers updates throughout: Significant additions to the "Variations" section of●

all chapters have been made to capture new theoretical developments.
Restores several meta-theories: Deleted from the last chapter in the previous●

edition, several meta-theories, dealing with the type of causation, treatment of
time, and the level of analysis, have been added back in this new edition.

Intended Audience

This text is designed for advanced undergraduate and graduate courses such as
Family Theories, Family Systems & Theory, and Sociology of the Family in
departments of family studies, sociology, and human development
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Editorial Review

About the Author

James M. White is a Professor in the School of Social Work and Family Studies at the University of British
Columbia and resides with his wife and three daughters in Vancouver, Canada. His research interests include
family development as well as marital interaction and communication. He is the author of Dynamics of
Family Development (published in the U.S. in 1991 and translated into Japanese in 1994), as well as
numerous articles that have appeared in the Journal of Family Issues, Journal of Social & Personal
Relationships, Journal of Marriage and Family, and elsewhere. His authored and co-authored book chapters
include a chapter with R. H. Rodgers on family development in the Sourcebook of Family Theories &
Methods (1993). He has served as referee for numerous journals in family relations and public health and is
an Associate Editor for the Canadian Journal of Public Health, Journal of Comparative Family Studies, and
The International Encyclopedia of Family Relationships. He is a past-president of the Northwest Council on
Family Relations, whose membership includes academics, practitioners, and therapists from the states and
provinces of the Pacific Northwest.  He is also an Honorary Fellow of the National Council on Family
Relations.

 

 

David M. Klein is Associate Professor in the Department of Sociology at the University of Notre Dame. His
current research is on relationship formation, assessment, and dissolution. He co-edited the Sourcebook of
Family Theory and Research, and has served as Chair and Archivist of the Theory Construction and
Research Methodology Workshop. He also has been Treasurer of the National Council on Family Relations,
and Chair of its Research and Theory Section.  He is also an Honorary Fellow of the National Council on
Family Relations.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bryant Kelly:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual
Family Theories is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.



Ward Beaver:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Family
Theories, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Stephanie Gilley:

The particular book Family Theories has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to
write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Tommy Bowles:

The book untitled Family Theories contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with
easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can
easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of
literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you
can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open
their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.
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