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The Purist movement in art, founded by Charles-Edouard Jeanneret (better
known as Le Corbusier) and Amedee Ozenfant, championed a traditional
classicism while it simultaneously embraced new technologies and materials. The
only book on Purism, L'Esprit Nouveau is a key contribution to the study of
classic 20th-century modernism in painting and architecture. The book serves as
the catalogue for an exhibition at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.The
revealing volume examines over 75 paintings by Le Corbusier, Ozenfant, and
their closest colleague, Fernand Leger. At the heart of the study lies a single
work: Le Corbusier's striking design of the Pavillon de l'Esprit Nouveau for the
1925 Exposition Internationale des Arts Decoratifs, at which the term "Art Deco"
was coined. The architecture of Le Corbusier's pavilion, along with its interior
decoration -- paintings, sculpture, furniture, glassware, rugs, and other objects --
offers a complete summation of Purist aesthetics. Included here too is the full
translated text of Le Corbusier's and Ozenfant's 1918 manifesto, Apres le
cubisme.
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The Purist movement in art, founded by Charles-Edouard Jeanneret (better known as Le Corbusier) and
Amedee Ozenfant, championed a traditional classicism while it simultaneously embraced new technologies
and materials. The only book on Purism, L'Esprit Nouveau is a key contribution to the study of classic 20th-
century modernism in painting and architecture. The book serves as the catalogue for an exhibition at the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art.The revealing volume examines over 75 paintings by Le Corbusier,
Ozenfant, and their closest colleague, Fernand Leger. At the heart of the study lies a single work: Le
Corbusier's striking design of the Pavillon de l'Esprit Nouveau for the 1925 Exposition Internationale des
Arts Decoratifs, at which the term "Art Deco" was coined. The architecture of Le Corbusier's pavilion, along
with its interior decoration -- paintings, sculpture, furniture, glassware, rugs, and other objects -- offers a
complete summation of Purist aesthetics. Included here too is the full translated text of Le Corbusier's and
Ozenfant's 1918 manifesto, Apres le cubisme.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
A painter and an architect, both in their early 30s, met in Paris in 1918 and recognized each other as soul
mates. Both believed that the carnage of World War I would be followed by a brave new world based on "the
industrial, mechanical, scientific spirit."

As editor of a short-lived magazine, the painter, Amédée Ozenfant, had written about cubism as a form of
"purism" that removed art's extraneous baggage. Idealistic Swiss architect Charles-Édouard Jeanneret (a.k.a.
Le Corbusier) had returned from travels through Europe and the Mediterranean convinced that the best
buildings were based on modular geometric forms.

Together, the two developed an aesthetic based on what they saw as the overwhelming human need for order
and the "remarkable refinement and purity" of machines. Both men painted distinctively geometric and
architectural still lifes, in which bottles, vases, or even a pile of plates took on the forms of Greek columns.
Joined by Fernand Léger, whose paintings included geometric human figures, more obvious references to
machinery, and a brighter palette, the Purists presented their vision at the 1925 International Exposition in
Paris.

The most intriguing chapter in this otherwise straightforward art history book is Tag Gronberg's essay on
how the Esprit Nouveau pavilion at the exposition offered a "masculine" counterpart to the feminized
postwar image of Paris. While the fashion and beauty industries evoked "a modern consumer culture defined
in terms of mobility and constant change," the Purists celebrated "the engineer's aesthetic" and praised the
standardized design of men's clothing.

This modestly sized, elegantly designed volume--which reproduces a good number of the paintings in color,
though in a small scale that doesn't do full justice to their eccentric beauty--accompanies an exhibition at the
Los Angeles County Museum of Art (through August 5, 2001). --Cathy Curtis

About the Author
Carol S. Eliel is curator of modern and contemporary art at the Los Angeles County Museum of art.
Francoise Ducros is the world's leading expert on Amedee Ozenfant. Tag Gronberg is Head of the School of
History of Art, Film, and Visual Media at Birkbeck College, University of London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Wanda Legros:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide L'Esprit Nouveau: Purism in Paris
1918-1925 will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is
not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal
book with you?



Phyllis Baudoin:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people
in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book L'Esprit Nouveau: Purism in
Paris 1918-1925. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

William Lee:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a guide. The book L'Esprit Nouveau: Purism in Paris 1918-1925 it is very good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In
the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to
read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

David Bruce:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book L'Esprit Nouveau: Purism in Paris 1918-1925
to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and
looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that
the book L'Esprit Nouveau: Purism in Paris 1918-1925 can to be your friend when you're feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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