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What will they look like? That is the question addressed in this wonderfully
illustrated book for "earthlings" who want to explore beyond the cardboard aliens
of television science fiction to find out what science says about our cosmic
cousins from other planet--if they exist.

Author Terence Dickinson, an acclaimed astronomy writer, examines t! he
picture we have absorbed from TV and movies about creatures from other
planets, from the friendly visitor in E.T. to the savage creature in Alien and the
gaggle of other-worldly folk from Star Trek and its clones. Dickinson then
explains how the variety of environments in the universe could give rise to
creature far more different from us than anything Hollywood's invented.

Through the talents of illustrator Adolf Schaller, one of the chief artists and
Emmy-award winner from Carl Sagan's Cosmos television series, alien worlds
come alive with plants, insects and animals never dreamed of before. Yet,
Schaller's vision is based on sound assumptions about the gravity of each
hypothetical planet, the type of star that it orbits and other factors that bring
plausible alien environments to life. The book winds up with a look at "life as we
don't know it," featuring creatures and entities that might have evolved from
something other that carbon-based biology, the foundation of ! Earth life.

A unique blend of science and imagination, Extraterrestrials will compel
anyone who has ever thought about what-and who-might be out there.
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TV and movies about creatures from other planets, from the friendly visitor in E.T. to the savage creature in
Alien and the gaggle of other-worldly folk from Star Trek and its clones. Dickinson then explains how the
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Hollywood's invented.

Through the talents of illustrator Adolf Schaller, one of the chief artists and Emmy-award winner from Carl
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before. Yet, Schaller's vision is based on sound assumptions about the gravity of each hypothetical planet,
the type of star that it orbits and other factors that bring plausible alien environments to life. The book winds
up with a look at "life as we don't know it," featuring creatures and entities that might have evolved from
something other that carbon-based biology, the foundation of ! Earth life.

A unique blend of science and imagination, Extraterrestrials will compel anyone who has ever thought
about what-and who-might be out there.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

The best-selling author of "Nightwatch", "Exploring the Night Sky", "The Backyard Astronomer's Guide",
"Exploring the Sky by Day", and "From Big Bang to Planet X", Terence Dickinson has received many
national and international science awards including the New York Academy of Sciences Book of the Year
Award and the Royal Canadian Institute's Sandford Fleming Medal. More than one million of his previous
books are in print in three languages.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Are We Alone?

What will they look like? Extraterrestrials, that is. We've seen lots of aliens on television and in the movies --
everything from Mr. Spock to talking rocks.

Some of those television and movie aliens look exactly like us. Some are just a bit different, with weird skin
color, pointy ears or distorted facial features. Others are bizarre, like the giant walrus-like Jabba the Hutt in
the Star Wars movie Return of the Jedi.

But have you ever wondered whether these aliens actually make sense? What do they eat? What is their
home planet like? What type of air do they breathe?

In this book, we venture beyond the aliens we know from television and the movies and try to be a little
more scientific in our approach as we explore what extraterrestrials might be like -- if they exist. We
examine the possibilities for life as we know it and travel into the shadowy realm of life as we don't know it.
We have tried to blend science and imagination to depict life on other planets. It's a voyage into the possible,
if not the probably.

One thing we do know when we look around us at the other planets in our own solar system is that we don't
find worlds with surface conditions anything like the Earth's. Not a drop of water exists on our moon. The
nearest planet, Venus, has a surface hot enough to melt lead, even at its poles. Our other nearby planetary
neighbor, Mars -- the planet most like Earth -- is a frigid desert world. Mars and Venus are the planets where
astronomers expected to find conditions similar to those on Earth.

In fact, the more we learn about other worlds, the more we realize that an enormous variety of conditions
exists out there. Although only a small fraction of those environments could support life as we know it, the
universe, as we shall see, is a very big place.

Imagine that each star in the known universe is represented by a single grain of sand. A thimble would hold
all the stars visible on a clear, dark summer night. A large construction wheelbarrow would contain the
Milky Way, the galaxy in which our sun resides. But to demonstrate the immense numbers of stars in the
universe, we need a freight train with hopper cars filled with sand. As the train begins to speed by us at a
level crossing, we count the cars while we wait. The cars roar past, one per second. We would have to keep
count 24 hours a day for three years before the universe train had completed its pass.



If only one star in a billion is parent to a planet with life, then at least one trillion planets in the universe
harbor living matter. Suppose that during the history of the Milky Way Galaxy, a few hundred other
intelligent technological civilizations arose on places much like Earth. What would these civilizations be
like? It's a powerful question -- one that carries the mind to limitless speculation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Campbell:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Extraterrestrials: A Field Guide for Earthlings. Try to
face the book Extraterrestrials: A Field Guide for Earthlings as your good friend. It means that it can to get
your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book.
So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Maurice Neely:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take Extraterrestrials: A Field Guide for Earthlings as the daily resource
information.

Howard Joyce:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Extraterrestrials: A Field Guide for Earthlings why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Charlie Hartman:

This Extraterrestrials: A Field Guide for Earthlings is great book for you because the content which can be
full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with



straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
Extraterrestrials: A Field Guide for Earthlings in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is
not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this book
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?
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