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" One swallow does not make a summer; neither does one day. Similarly
neither can one day, or a brief space of time, make a man blessed and

happy”

Previously published as Ethics, Aristotle's The Nicomachean Ethics addresses the
question of how to live well and originates the concept of cultivating a virtuous
character as the basis of his ethical system. Here Aristotle sets out to examine the
nature of happiness, and argues that happiness consists in 'activity of the soul in
accordance with virtue', including moral virtues, such as courage, generosity and
justice, and intellectual virtues, such as knowledge, wisdom and insight. The
Ethics also discusses the nature of practical reasoning, the value and the objects
of pleasure, the different forms of friendship, and the relationship between
individual virtue, society and the State. Aristotle'swork has had a profound and
lasting influence on al subsequent Western thought about ethical matters.

This Penguin Classics edition is translated from the Greek by J.A.K. Thomson
with revisions and notes by Hugh Tredennick, and an introduction and
bibliography by Jonathan Barnes.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readerstrust the seriesto provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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This Penguin Classics edition istrandated from the Greek by J.A.K. Thomson with revisions and notes by
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English, Greek (translation)

About the Author

Aristotle was born in 384BC. For twenty years he studied at Athens at the Academy of Plato, on whose
death in 347 he left, and some time later became tutor to Alexander the Great. On Alexander's succession to
the throne of Macedoniain 336, Aristotle returned to Athens and established his school and research
institute, the Lyceum. After Alexander's death he was driven out of Athens and fled to Chalcisin Euboea
where he died in 322. His writings profoundly affected the whole course of ancient and medieval philosophy.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
DorindaKling:

In other case, little individuals like to read book The Nicomachean Ethics (Penguin Classics). You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how isimportant a new book
The Nicomachean Ethics (Penguin Classics). Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by abook. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou can
utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

John Pasko:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with friendsis thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Nicomachean Ethics (Penguin Classics),
you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of hang-
out typeisit? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Johnny Hoffman:

Beside that The Nicomachean Ethics (Penguin Classics) in your phone, it could give you away to get more
close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here isfresh in the oven
so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The
Nicomachean Ethics (Penguin Classics) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do
you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if
you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful



island. So do you still want to missit? Find this book and also read it from currently!

John Cheung:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of habby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update with regards to something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Nicomachean
Ethics (Penguin Classics).
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