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Reveals the complex, country-wide systems of land management used by
Aboriginal people in presettlement Australia
 
Across Australia, early Europeans commented again and again that the land
looked like a park, with extensive grassy patches and pathways, open woodlands,
and abundant wildlife. Bill Gammage has discovered this was because
Aboriginal people managed the land in a far more systematic and scientific
fashion than most people have ever realized. For more than a decade, he has
examined written and visual records of the Australian landscape. He has
uncovered an extraordinarily complex system of land management using fire, the
life cycles of native plants, and the natural flow of water to ensure plentiful
wildlife and plant foods throughout the year. Aboriginal people spent far less
time and effort than Europeans in securing food and shelter, and this book reveals
how. Once Aboriginal people were no longer able to tend their country, it
became overgrown and vulnerable to the hugely damaging bushfires Australians
now experience. With details of land-management strategies from around
Australia, this book rewrites the history of the continent, with huge implications
for today.
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Across Australia, early Europeans commented again and again that the land looked like a park, with
extensive grassy patches and pathways, open woodlands, and abundant wildlife. Bill Gammage has
discovered this was because Aboriginal people managed the land in a far more systematic and scientific
fashion than most people have ever realized. For more than a decade, he has examined written and visual
records of the Australian landscape. He has uncovered an extraordinarily complex system of land
management using fire, the life cycles of native plants, and the natural flow of water to ensure plentiful
wildlife and plant foods throughout the year. Aboriginal people spent far less time and effort than Europeans
in securing food and shelter, and this book reveals how. Once Aboriginal people were no longer able to tend
their country, it became overgrown and vulnerable to the hugely damaging bushfires Australians now
experience. With details of land-management strategies from around Australia, this book rewrites the history
of the continent, with huge implications for today.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A beautiful and profound piece of writing, one that has importance for us all."  —Age

"This bold book, with its lucid prose and vivid illustrations, will be discussed for years to come." 
—Australian Book Review

About the Author

Bill Gammage is a historian and the author of the The Broken Years: Australian Soldiers in the Great War
and Sky Travellers.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deloras Pinkston:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer
that question due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular The Biggest
Estate on Earth: How Aborigines Made Australia to read.

Dolly Taylor:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Biggest Estate on Earth: How
Aborigines Made Australia book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

June Whitaker:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching
from it. It is named of book The Biggest Estate on Earth: How Aborigines Made Australia. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier



to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a
other place.

Audrey Patton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So
you know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something
by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The
Biggest Estate on Earth: How Aborigines Made Australia.
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