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From the founding of the Qin dynasty in 221 BCE to the present, the Chinese
have been preoccupied with the concept of order (zhi). This cultural
preoccupation has found expression not only in China's highly refined
bureaucratic institutions and methods of social and economic organization but
also in Chinese philosophy, religious and secular ritual, and a number of
comprehensive systems for classifying every form of human achievement, as
well as all natural and supernatural phenomena. Richard J. Smith's Mapping
China and Managing the World focuses on several crucial devices employed by
the Chinese for understanding and ordering their vast and variegated world,
which they saw as encompassing "all under Heaven."

The book begins with discussions of how the ancient work known as the Yijing
(Classic of Changes) and maps of "the world" became two prominent means by
which the Chinese in imperial times (221 BCE to 1912) managed space and time.
Smith goes on to show how ritual (li) served as a powerful tool for overcoming
disorder, structuring Chinese society, and maintaining dynastic legitimacy. He
then develops the idea that just as the Chinese classics and histories ordered the
past, and ritual ordered the present, so divination ordered the future. The book
concludes by emphasizing the enduring relevance of the Yijing in Chinese
intellectual and cultural life as well as its place in the history of Sino-foreign
interactions.

This selection of essays by one of the foremost scholars of Chinese intellectual
and cultural history will be welcomed by Chinese and East Asian historians, as
well as those interested more broadly in the cultures of, and interactions between,
China and East Asia.
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refined bureaucratic institutions and methods of social and economic organization but also in Chinese
philosophy, religious and secular ritual, and a number of comprehensive systems for classifying every form
of human achievement, as well as all natural and supernatural phenomena. Richard J. Smith's Mapping
China and Managing the World focuses on several crucial devices employed by the Chinese for
understanding and ordering their vast and variegated world, which they saw as encompassing "all under
Heaven."

The book begins with discussions of how the ancient work known as the Yijing (Classic of Changes) and
maps of "the world" became two prominent means by which the Chinese in imperial times (221 BCE to
1912) managed space and time. Smith goes on to show how ritual (li) served as a powerful tool for
overcoming disorder, structuring Chinese society, and maintaining dynastic legitimacy. He then develops the
idea that just as the Chinese classics and histories ordered the past, and ritual ordered the present, so
divination ordered the future. The book concludes by emphasizing the enduring relevance of the Yijing in
Chinese intellectual and cultural life as well as its place in the history of Sino-foreign interactions.

This selection of essays by one of the foremost scholars of Chinese intellectual and cultural history will be
welcomed by Chinese and East Asian historians, as well as those interested more broadly in the cultures of,
and interactions between, China and East Asia.
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About the Author

Richard J. Smith is the George and Nancy Rupp Professor of Humanities and Professor of History at Rice
University, USA

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arthur Bailey:

This Mapping China and Managing the World: Culture, Cartography and Cosmology in Late Imperial Times
(Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will
get. This kind of Mapping China and Managing the World: Culture, Cartography and Cosmology in Late
Imperial Times (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) without we know teach the one who
reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Mapping China and Managing the
World: Culture, Cartography and Cosmology in Late Imperial Times (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian
Scholarship) can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Mapping China and Managing the World:
Culture, Cartography and Cosmology in Late Imperial Times (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian
Scholarship) having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Frederica Dawkins:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Mapping China
and Managing the World: Culture, Cartography and Cosmology in Late Imperial Times (Asia's
Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship), it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.



Marlys Wieland:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Mapping China and Managing the World: Culture,
Cartography and Cosmology in Late Imperial Times (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship)
was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Mapping China and Managing the
World: Culture, Cartography and Cosmology in Late Imperial Times (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian
Scholarship) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your
case and try to like reading in which.

John Cotton:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Mapping China and Managing
the World: Culture, Cartography and Cosmology in Late Imperial Times (Asia's Transformations/Critical
Asian Scholarship) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you
just read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion
for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the book Mapping China and Managing the
World: Culture, Cartography and Cosmology in Late Imperial Times (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian
Scholarship) can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of
their time.
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