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This book is the most comprehensive analysis ever written about the American
public’s factual knowledge of politics. Drawing on extensive survey data,
including much that is original, two experts in public opinion and political
behavior find that many citizens are remarkably informed about the details of
politics, while equally large numbers are nearly ignorant of political facts. And
despite dramatic changes in American society and politics, citizens appear no
more or less informed today than half a century ago.

Michael X. Delli Carpini and Scott Keeter demonstrate that informed persons are
more likely to participate, better able to discern their own interests, and more
likely to advocate those interests through political actions. Who, then, is
politically informed? The authors provide compelling evidence that whites, men,
and older, financially secure citizens have substantially more knowledge about
national politics than do blacks, women, young adults, and financially less- well-
off citizens. Thus citizens who are most disadvantaged socially and economically
are least able to redress their grievances politically. Yet the authors believe that a
broader and more equitably informed populace is possible. The challenge to
America, they conclude, lies in providing an environment in which the benefits
of being informed are clearer, the tools for gaining information more accessible,
and the opportunities to learn about politics more frequent, timely, and equitable.
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This book is the most comprehensive analysis ever written about the American public’s factual knowledge of
politics. Drawing on extensive survey data, including much that is original, two experts in public opinion and
political behavior find that many citizens are remarkably informed about the details of politics, while equally
large numbers are nearly ignorant of political facts. And despite dramatic changes in American society and
politics, citizens appear no more or less informed today than half a century ago.

Michael X. Delli Carpini and Scott Keeter demonstrate that informed persons are more likely to participate,
better able to discern their own interests, and more likely to advocate those interests through political actions.
Who, then, is politically informed? The authors provide compelling evidence that whites, men, and older,
financially secure citizens have substantially more knowledge about national politics than do blacks, women,
young adults, and financially less- well-off citizens. Thus citizens who are most disadvantaged socially and
economically are least able to redress their grievances politically. Yet the authors believe that a broader and
more equitably informed populace is possible. The challenge to America, they conclude, lies in providing an
environment in which the benefits of being informed are clearer, the tools for gaining information more
accessible, and the opportunities to learn about politics more frequent, timely, and equitable.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
The American public's cynical attitude toward politics is much discussed, but what do Americans really
know about politics? Two political scientists provide a detailed examination of who knows what, how much,
and why it matters in American politics. Employing survey data of Americans for a nearly 50-year period
and utilizing sophisticated statistical techniques, Delli Carpini (Barnard Coll.) and Keeter (Virginia
Commonwealth Univ.) find that, while Americans are not as knowledgeable as they should be, they are not
completely ignorant of politics and that the level of political knowledge has remained virtually unchanged
over 40 years. Among the authors' other major findings: women, African Americans, the poor, and the young
tend to be less politically knowledgeable than the rest of the population; and people with higher levels of
motivation and skills tend to be better educated about politics. This excellent study places its quantitative
research in the context of thoughtful and significant discussions of democratic theory. Recommended for
political science students at all levels.?Thomas J. Baldino, Wilkes Univ., Wilkes-Barre, Pa.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Michael X. Delli Carpini
is dean of the Annenberg School for Communication at the University of Pennsylvania. Scott Keeter is
director of survey research at the Pew Research Center in Washington, DC.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Spaulding:

With other case, little people like to read book What Americans Know about Politics and Why It Matters.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book
What Americans Know about Politics and Why It Matters. You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful
thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet system. It is
called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Paul Dixon:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This What Americans Know about Politics and Why It Matters book is readable
by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding
What Americans Know about Politics and Why It Matters content conveys the thought easily to understand
by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different in the
form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking What Americans Know about Politics and Why It Matters is not



loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Antonio Beeler:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this What Americans Know about Politics and
Why It Matters book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty What Americans Know about
Politics and Why It Matters as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-
book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to an additional sixth sense.

Marcia Marshall:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. On
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the What Americans Know about Politics and Why It Matters when you desired it?
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