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"Jerusalem Besieged is a fascinating account of how and why a baffling array of
peoples, ideologies, and religions have fought for some four thousand years over
a city without either great wealth, size, or strategic importance. Cline guides us
through the baffling, but always bloody, array of Jewish, Roman, Moslem,
Crusader, Ottoman, Western, Arab, and Israeli fights for possession of such a
symbolic prize in a manner that is both scholarly and engaging."
-Victor Davis Hanson, Stanford University; author of The Other Greeks and
Carnage and Culture

"A beautifully lucid presentation of four thousand years of history in a single
volume. Cline writes primarily as an archaeologist-avoiding polemic and offering
evidence for any religious claims-yet he has also incorporated much journalistic
material into this study. Jerusalem Besieged will enlighten anyone interested in
the history of military conflict in and around Jerusalem."
-Col. Rose Mary Sheldon, Virginia Military Institute

"This groundbreaking study offers a fascinating synthesis of Jerusalem's military
history from its first occupation into the modern era. Cline amply deploys
primary source material to investigate assaults on Jerusalem of every sort,
starting at the dawn of recorded history. Jerusalem Besieged is invaluable for
framing the contemporary situation in the Middle East in the context of a very
long and pertinent history."
-Baruch Halpern, Pennsylvania State University

A sweeping history of four thousand years of struggle for control of one city

"[An] absorbing account of archaeological history, from the ancient Israelites'
first conquest to today's second intifada. Cline clearly lays out the fascinating
history behind the conflicts."
-USA Today

"A pleasure to read, this work makes this important but complicated subject
fascinating."
-Jewish Book World

"Jerusalem Besieged is a fascinating account of how and why a baffling array of
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Cline, an associate professor of ancient history and archeology at George Washington University, begins his
history of Jerusalem with mythical, biblical and archeological clues to its past, and the Roman histories of
Josephus. Cline's narrative thread is the battles over control of a dusty village that took on increasing
emotional content as it became a contested religious site. Cline claims "assimilation, annihilation and
acculturation" through 10 empires and occupancies have left no one in the area today with "a legitimate
pedigree definitively extending back to any of the original inhabitants." Of the alleged 118 conflicts over
Jerusalem, few lacked a religious basis. Until 1917, Cline shows, Westerners controlled Jerusalem for less
than a century. Beyond the Solomonic years, Jews have controlled the old city only since 1967. Perhaps no
fragment of global real estate has been so volatile over so long a history. Despite sanguinary, even horrific
detail from past memoirs and narratives, Cline's retelling is flat and repetitious, and the numerous references
to Saddam Hussein, physically absent from this history, overreach in attempting immediate relevance. While
a useful, well-annotated, textbookish guide to Jerusalem's violent past and present, it will not replace Karen
Armstrong's stylish Jerusalem. One City, Three Faiths (1996). 10 color photos not seen by PW, 24 maps.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"A beautifully lucid presentation of four thousand years of history in a single volume. Cline writes primarily
as an archaeologist-avoiding polemic and offering evidence for any religious claims-yet he has also
incorporated much journalistic material into this study. Jerusalem Besieged will enlighten anyone interested
in the history of military conflict in and around Jerusalem."
-Col. Rose Mary Sheldon, Virginia Military Institute

"This groundbreaking study offers a fascinating synthesis of Jerusalem's military history from its first
occupation into the modern era. Cline amply deploys primary source material to investigate assaults on
Jerusalem of every sort, starting at the dawn of recorded history. Jerusalem Besieged is invaluable for
framing the contemporary situation in the Middle East in the context of a very long and pertinent history."
-Baruch Halpern, Pennsylvania State University

About the Author

Eric H. Cline is a former Fulbright scholar and Associate Professor of Classics and Anthropology and is
Chair of the Department of Classical and Semitic Languages and Literatures at the George Washington
University in Washington, D.C. He is the author of several books and numerous articles on the ancient
world, including The Battles of Armageddon (University of Michigan Press, 2000).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Sonya Wright:

This Jerusalem Besieged: From Ancient Canaan to Modern Israel are generally reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The reason of this Jerusalem Besieged: From Ancient Canaan to Modern Israel
can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but
feed an individual with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this Jerusalem Besieged: From Ancient Canaan to Modern Israel giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in
your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Shanon Stephens:

This Jerusalem Besieged: From Ancient Canaan to Modern Israel is completely new way for you who has
attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Jerusalem Besieged: From
Ancient Canaan to Modern Israel can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired
even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type
for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Rick Fountain:

You can obtain this Jerusalem Besieged: From Ancient Canaan to Modern Israel by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.

Anita Burns:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year in order to year. As
we know those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. From the book Jerusalem Besieged: From Ancient Canaan to Modern Israel we can take more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose
the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Jerusalem
Besieged: From Ancient Canaan to Modern Israel. You can more desirable than now.
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