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There is no disputing that the coming of sound heralded a new era for
adaptations. We take it for granted today that a film is enhanced by sound but it
was not a view unanimously held in the early period of sound cinema. While
there was a substantial degree of skepticism in the late 1920s and early 30s about
the advantages of sound, what we would call technophobia today, the inclusion
of speech in screen versions of literary and theatrical works, undeniably revised
what it was to be an adaptation: words.

Focusing on promotional materials, Adaptations in the Sound Era tracks early
attempts to promote sound through the elevation of words in adaptations in the
early sound period. The popular appeal of these films clearly stands in opposition
to academic regard for them and the book reflects on the presence and marketing
of 'words' in a variety of adaptations, from the introduction of sound in the late
1920s to the mid 1930s. This book contextualizes a range of adaptations in
relation to debates about 'picturizations' of books in the early sound era, including
reactions to the talking adaptation by writers such as, Irwin Panofsky, Aldous
Huxley and Graham Greene. Film adaptations of Shakespeare, Dickens, gothic
fiction and biopics are also discussed in relation to their use and promotion of
sound or, more precisely, words.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Adaptation studies thrive amongst the complex and fertile interactions of writing, theatre and film.
Disciplinary boundaries, professional territorialism and critical conventions often impede our access to the
truth about those cultural relationships. Deborah Cartmell's new book provokes us to dismantle barriers,
disown vested interests and think again about the written and spoken word and their screen manifestations.
Using the transition from silent to sound movies as a test-case, Cartmell demonstrates, with erudition,
acumen and penetrating theoretical insight, that screen adaptations need to be explained by their economic,
political, social and cultural entanglements, and not as separable 'works' of literature, drama or film.”
?Graham Holderness, Professor of English, University of Hertfordshire, UK

“Deborah Cartmell makes an important and foundational contribution to the growing scholarship that brings
a film historical approach to adaptation studies. Organised around the introduction of sound to cinema and
considering a range of film adaptations–from Shakespeare to children's literature–Cartmell focuses her study
on the marketing and promotional material of the films and considers them in relation to film critics'
ambivalence about the new technology and literary critics' anxiety about mass-produced culture. Adaptations
in the Sound Era clearly articulates the importance of this decade for establishing the expectations for and
debates about fidelity that have dominated adaptation studies ever since, making it a must-have for anyone
who studies film adaptation in any period.” ?Shelley Cobb, Associate Professor of Film and English,
University of Southampton, UK

About the Author
Deborah Cartmell is Professor of English and Director of the Centre for Adaptations at De Montfort
University, UK, founder and co-editor of the international journals Shakespeare and Adaptation, founder and
former Chair of the Association of Adaptation Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nellie Davis:

In other case, little people like to read book Adaptations in the Sound Era: 1927-37 (Bloomsbury Adaptation
Histories). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how
is important the book Adaptations in the Sound Era: 1927-37 (Bloomsbury Adaptation Histories). You can
add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book
you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching
by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.



Margaret Wynkoop:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Adaptations
in the Sound Era: 1927-37 (Bloomsbury Adaptation Histories) book as basic and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Myrtle Galloway:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Adaptations in the Sound Era: 1927-37
(Bloomsbury Adaptation Histories) e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Adaptations in the
Sound Era: 1927-37 (Bloomsbury Adaptation Histories) as good book not merely by the cover but also from
the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Jason Norfleet:

Beside that Adaptations in the Sound Era: 1927-37 (Bloomsbury Adaptation Histories) in your phone, it
might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Adaptations in the Sound Era: 1927-37 (Bloomsbury Adaptation Histories)
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get
what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item?
Find this book along with read it from currently!
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