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This Very Short Introduction looks at Africa's past and reflects on the changing
ways it has been imagined and represented, both in Africa and beyond. The
author illustrates important aspects of Africa's history with a range of fascinating
historical examples, drawn from over 5 millennia across this vast continent. The
multitude of topics that the reader will learn about in this succinct work include
the unity and diversity of African cultures, slavery, religion, colonial conquest,
the diaspora, and the importance of history in understanding contemporary
Africa. The book examines questions such as: Who invented the idea of
"Africa"? How is African history pieced together, given such a lack of
documentary evidence? How did Africa interact with the world 1,000 years ago?

Africa has been known as 'the cradle of mankind', and its recoverable history
stretches back to the Pharaohs. But the idea of studying African history is itself
new, and the authors show why it is still contested and controversial. This VSI,
the first concise work of its kind, will prove essential reading for anyone
interested in the African continent and the diversity of human history.
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This Very Short Introduction looks at Africa's past and reflects on the changing ways it has been imagined
and represented, both in Africa and beyond. The author illustrates important aspects of Africa's history with a
range of fascinating historical examples, drawn from over 5 millennia across this vast continent. The
multitude of topics that the reader will learn about in this succinct work include the unity and diversity of
African cultures, slavery, religion, colonial conquest, the diaspora, and the importance of history in
understanding contemporary Africa. The book examines questions such as: Who invented the idea of
"Africa"? How is African history pieced together, given such a lack of documentary evidence? How did
Africa interact with the world 1,000 years ago?

Africa has been known as 'the cradle of mankind', and its recoverable history stretches back to the Pharaohs.
But the idea of studying African history is itself new, and the authors show why it is still contested and
controversial. This VSI, the first concise work of its kind, will prove essential reading for anyone interested
in the African continent and the diversity of human history.
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Editorial Review

Review
A very well informed and sharply stated historiography... should be in every historiography student's kitbag.
A tour de force... it made me think a great deal. Terence Ranger, The Bulletin of the School of Oriental and
African Studies You will finish this book better informed, with a better understanding of Africa and a clearer
idea of the questions. Robert Giddings, Tribune This small book is a smart and stimulating essay exploring
issues of history, sources and methods, Africa in the world, colonialism and postcolonialism, and the past in
the present as a means of introducing students and others to academic thinking about African history. Tom
Spear, Journal of African History

About the Author

John Parker teaches African history at the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London.
He specializes in the history of Ghana and is the author of Making the Town: Ga State and Society in Early
Colonial Accra and (with Jean Allman) Tongnaab: The History of a West African God. He is currently
researching a book on the history of death and burial in Ghana.

Richard Rathbone is Honorary Professor of History in the University of Wales, Aberystwyth, and Emeritus
Professor in History at the School of Oriental and African Studies. Other books include Murder and Politics
in Colonial Ghana and Nkrumah and the Chiefs.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Stephens:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title African History: A
Very Short Introduction suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era.
The actual book untitled African History: A Very Short Introductionis a single of several books that
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Percy Brown:

The actual book African History: A Very Short Introduction has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
reading this book.



Otis Kozlowski:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the
book you have read will be African History: A Very Short Introduction.

Larry Pulido:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for
your requirements is African History: A Very Short Introduction this guide consist a lot of the information
on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research
when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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