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In A Century of Violence in a Red City Lesley Gill provides insights into broad
trends of global capitalist development, class disenfranchisement and
dispossession, and the decline of progressive politics. Gill traces the rise and fall
of the strong labor unions, neighborhood organizations, and working class of
Barrancabermeja, Colombia, from their origins in the 1920s to their effective
activism for agrarian reforms, labor rights, and social programs in the 1960s and
1970s. Like much of Colombia, Barrancabermeja came to be dominated by
alliances of right-wing politicians, drug traffickers, foreign corporations, and
paramilitary groups. These alliances reshaped the geography of power and gave
rise to a pernicious form of armed neoliberalism. Their violent incursion into
Barrancabermeja's civil society beginning in the 1980s decimated the city's social
networks, destabilized life for its residents, and destroyed its working-class
organizations. As a result, community leaders are now left clinging to the
toothless discourse of human rights, which cannot effectively challenge the status
quo. In this stark book, Gill captures the grim reality and precarious future of
Barrancabermeja and other places ravaged by neoliberalism and violence.
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In A Century of Violence in a Red City Lesley Gill provides insights into broad trends of global capitalist
development, class disenfranchisement and dispossession, and the decline of progressive politics. Gill traces
the rise and fall of the strong labor unions, neighborhood organizations, and working class of
Barrancabermeja, Colombia, from their origins in the 1920s to their effective activism for agrarian reforms,
labor rights, and social programs in the 1960s and 1970s. Like much of Colombia, Barrancabermeja came to
be dominated by alliances of right-wing politicians, drug traffickers, foreign corporations, and paramilitary
groups. These alliances reshaped the geography of power and gave rise to a pernicious form of armed
neoliberalism. Their violent incursion into Barrancabermeja's civil society beginning in the 1980s decimated
the city's social networks, destabilized life for its residents, and destroyed its working-class organizations. As
a result, community leaders are now left clinging to the toothless discourse of human rights, which cannot
effectively challenge the status quo. In this stark book, Gill captures the grim reality and precarious future of
Barrancabermeja and other places ravaged by neoliberalism and violence.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Lesley Gill's A Century of Violence in a Red City reads like a nonfiction version of One Hundred Years of
Solitude. Compelling in analysis, empathetic in interpretation, Gill's sweeping narrative of political struggle,
social solidarity, and public-private repression in the Colombian city of Barrancabermeja is required reading
for anyone hoping to understand Latin America's twentieth- and early twenty-first-century history."
 
(Greg Grandin, author of Kissinger's Shadow: The Long Reach of America's Most Controversial Statesman)

"Lesley Gill's extraordinarily original scholarship and use of interviews and firsthand accounts gives a vivid
view of Colombia's contemporary scene. Beautifully written, this book makes a very important contribution
to the literature on Colombia and on class and social movements throughout Latin America. There is
virtually nothing like A Century of Violence in a Red City."
(Aviva Chomsky, author of Linked Labor Histories: New England, Colombia, and the Making of a Global
Working Class)

"Gill weaves together the historical development of the city’s power struggles and the devastation and
suffering of the city, and boldly looks into the future. She presents a hauntingly honest assessment of past
struggles and future opportunities. An invaluable addition to understanding Colombia and its social, political,
and class struggles, as well as those of the region and the larger world. . . . Essential. All public and academic
levels/libraries."
(A. E. Leykam Choice 2016-10-01)

"Gill’s book will be a fundamental text for anyone interested in violence, politics, and the state in
contemporary Latin America and for those seeking a model for doing and writing historical anthropology at
its very finest."
(Daniel M. Goldstein American Ethnologist 2016-12-01)

"Lesley Gill never loses sight of her focus on class as her principal analytical category. This is the book’s
greatest contribution....She stresses the agency and resistance of trade unionists, activists, and city councilors
despite relentless and violent political persecution."
(María Clemencia Ramírez American Anthropologist 2016-12-01)

About the Author

Lesley Gill is Professor of Anthropology at Vanderbilt University and the author of The School of the
Americas: Military Training and Political Violence in the Americas, also published by Duke University
Press.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Kimi Frantz:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book A Century of Violence in a Red City:
Popular Struggle, Counterinsurgency, and Human Rights in Colombia. All type of book could you see on
many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Mary Goldstein:

Here thing why this kind of A Century of Violence in a Red City: Popular Struggle, Counterinsurgency, and
Human Rights in Colombia are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however
it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. A Century of
Violence in a Red City: Popular Struggle, Counterinsurgency, and Human Rights in Colombia giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar
with A Century of Violence in a Red City: Popular Struggle, Counterinsurgency, and Human Rights in
Colombia. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
paper book maybe the form of A Century of Violence in a Red City: Popular Struggle, Counterinsurgency,
and Human Rights in Colombia in e-book can be your choice.

Cynthia Campbell:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book A Century of Violence in a Red City: Popular Struggle,
Counterinsurgency, and Human Rights in Colombia was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website.
As we know that book A Century of Violence in a Red City: Popular Struggle, Counterinsurgency, and
Human Rights in Colombia has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make
you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to
like reading in which.

Ina French:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. From the book A Century of Violence in a Red City: Popular Struggle, Counterinsurgency,
and Human Rights in Colombia we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For
being creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim.
Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book A Century of Violence in a Red City: Popular
Struggle, Counterinsurgency, and Human Rights in Colombia. You can more pleasing than now.
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