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Andrea Gibson's dynamic and energetic first book, Pole Dancing to Gospel
Hymns, challenges usto not only read, but to react. Hauntingly vivid, the poems
march through a soldier's lingering psychol ogical wounds, tackle the curious
questions of school children on the meaning of "hate", and tangle with alover's
witty and vibrant description of longing. Gibson's poems deconstruct the current
political climate through stunning imagery and careful crafting. With the same
velocity, the poignant and vacillating love poems sweep the air out of the room.
It's word-induced hypoxia. Pole Dancing to Gospel Hymns whispers with a bold
and unforgettable internal voice rich with the kind of questioning that inspires
action.
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Andrea Gibson's dynamic and energetic first book, Pole Dancing to Gospel Hymns, challenges us to not only
read, but to react. Hauntingly vivid, the poems march through a soldier's lingering psychological wounds,
tackle the curious questions of school children on the meaning of "hate", and tangle with a lover's witty and
vibrant description of longing. Gibson's poems deconstruct the current political climate through stunning
imagery and careful crafting. With the same velocity, the poignant and vacillating love poems sweep the air
out of the room. It's word-induced hypoxia. Pole Dancing to Gospel Hymns whispers with abold and
unforgettable internal voice rich with the kind of questioning that inspires action.
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Editorial Review

Review

Andrea Gibson does not just show up to pluck your heart strings, she sticks around to tune them. If being
floored is new to you, ya might wanna grab a cushion. Beware the highway in her grace and the crowbar in
her verse. -Buddy Wakefield, "Live for aLiving"

To call her one of the best poets would be a gross understatement. Her words cut so sharply and completely
they cannot be shaken. Sheisarare artist who forever changes those who experience her poems.” -Carlos
Andres Gomez, HBO Def-Poet/co-star Spike Lee's Inside Man

About the Author

Queer Pushcart-nominated poet/activist/independent rockstar Andrea Gibson has toured with fellow indie-
chick Ani DiFranco and poet Buddy Wakefield. Cementing her niche in the upper echelon of the national
performance poetry scene, Andrea has placed in the top four of five international finals stages and was the
first ever Women of the World Slam Champion in 2008. She has been showcased on Free Speech TV, the
BBC, the documentary "Slam Planet” and indie radio stations worldwide. Andrea has self-released four CDs,
Bullets and Windchimes, Swarm, and When the Bough Breaks, and Y ellowbird.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

Excerpt from: POLE DANCER She pole-dances to gospel hymns. Came out to her family in the middle of
Thanksgiving grace. | knew she was trouble two years before our first date. But my heart was a L abrador
Retriever with its head hung out the window of a car tongue flapping in the wind on a highway going 95
whenever she walked by. So | mastered the art of crochet and | crocheted her awinter scarf and one night at
the bar | gave it to her with a note that said something like, | hope this keeps your neck war. If it doesn't give
meacall... ...And | want to grow strong as the last patch of sage on a hillside stretching towards the
lightning. God has always been an arsonist. Heaven has always been on fire. She is a butterfly knife bursting
from a cocoon in my belly. Love is a half moon hanging above Baghdad promising to one day grow full, to
pull the tides through our desert wounds and fill every clip of empty shells with the ocean. Already thereis
salt on my lips. Lover, thisis not just another poem. Thisis my goddamn revolt. | am done holding my
tongue like a bible. Thereistoo much war in every verse of our silence. We have all dug too many trenches
away from ourselves. Thistime | want to melt like a snowman in Georgia, 'til my smileisapile of rocks you
can pick up and skip across the lake of your doubts. Trust me, | have been practicing my ripple. | have been
breaking into mannequin factories and pouring my pink heart into their white paint. | have been painting the
night sky upon the inside of doorframes so only moonshine will fall on your head in the earthquake. | have
been collecting your whispers and your whiplash and your half-hour-long voice mail messages. Lover, did
you see the sunset tonight? Did you see Neruda lay down on the horizon? Do you know it was his lover who
painted him red, who made him stare down the bullet holes in his country's heart? | am not looking for roses.
| want to break like afever. | want to break like the Berlin Wall. | want to break like the clouds so we can see
every fearless star, how they never speak guardrail, how they only say fall.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Daniel Young:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guysthis aren't like that. This Pole Dancing to Gospel Hymns book is readable through you who hate the
straight word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with Pole
Dancing to Gospel Hymns content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e
book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So, do you nevertheless
thinking Pole Dancing to Gospel Hymnsis not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Freddie Straughter:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
thisimprove your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Pole Dancing to Gospel Hymnsis
kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

John Flores:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled Pole
Dancing to Gospel Hymns the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word writtenin a
reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previous to.
The Pole Dancing to Gospel Hymns giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but
also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern thisis your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a.
Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Betty Patton:

Pole Dancing to Gospel Hymns can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend
that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledgein
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Pole Dancing to Gospel Hymns but
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
pondering.
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