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Considered a classic guide to fish classification and identification, it is the only
book which uses recent findings in arranging all major fish groups worldwide.
Covers 445 families in which over 21,700 species of living fishes are recognized.
Adopts a synthetic approach to classification and presents groups in evolutionary
order. This edition updates all families to reflect progress and changes in the
field.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

"Of all the literature I use while preparing field guides for the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations, Nelson's Fishes of the World is, by far, the one I refer to most often. [This] book is a
standard reference . . . I continue to use it extensively in the ichthyology courses I teach, particularly in
laboratory sessions."
—Kent E. Carpenter Old Dominion University

"Fishes of the World is a unique and essential resource for anyone seriously interested in the diversity and
evolution of fishes. The family accounts provide quick summaries of current knowledge on all groups of
living fishes and many key fossil taxa. It is a required work for every student in my laboratory."
—William E. Bemis Kingsbury Director of Shoals Marine Laboratory, Cornell University

"Only classics are known by the single name of their author, and certainly [Nelson's book] has for four
editions been such a book for all those who seek an accessible, up-to-date, readable reference on fish
classification. Once again, Nelson presents a balanced view of the sometimes tumultuous, but ever-exciting,
study of the phylogenetic relationships and classification of fishes. In doing so, Nelson makes an excellent
case for organismal biology, highlighting the many and varied morphological characters we use to diagnose
fish taxa and differentiate among the 515 families of living species."
—Lynne R. Parenti Curator of Fishes and Research Scientist, National Museum of Natural History,
Smithsonian Institution

Fishes of the World, Fourth Edition is the updated edition of a true classic in the field. A unique presentation
of a modern, cladistically based classification of all the major living and fossil fish groups, this indispensable
reference helps scientists and others identify and classify specimens, make familial connections, understand
the evolution of fishes, and springboard into further research.

The taxonomy of fishes presented includes the anatomical characteristics, distribution, common and
scientific names, and phylogenetic relationships for all 515 families of living fishes. Packed with
representative species drawings and information on phylogentic relationships, this informative Fourth
Edition features:

Both fossil and extant species●

More than 500 illustrations●

Fully vetted scientific and common names●

An extensive bibliography●

About the Author
JOSEPH S. NELSON, PHD, is Professor Emeritus of Biological Sciences in the Department of Biological
Sciences at the University of Alberta in Edmonton, Canada. He is also Chair of the Joint ASIH-AFS
Committee on Names of Fishes.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Vera Forde:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Fishes of
the World? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Michael Campbell:

This book untitled Fishes of the World to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is
because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in
the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is
no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Jacqueline Bull:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Fishes of the World can be very good book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.

Sara Kelly:

Beside this Fishes of the World in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't be
worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Fishes of the
World because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get
what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up
here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find
this book as well as read it from currently!
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