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Through the story of an ordinary man unwittingly drawn into a senseless murder
on an Algerian beach, Camus explored what he termed "the nakedness of man
faced with the absurd." First published in 1946; now in a new translation by
Matthew Ward.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The Stranger is not merely one of the most widely read novels of the 20th century, but one of the books
likely to outlive it. Written in 1946, Camus's compelling and troubling tale of a disaffected, apparently
amoral young man has earned a durable popularity (and remains a staple of U.S. high school literature
courses) in part because it reveals so vividly the anxieties of its time. Alienation, the fear of anonymity,
spiritual doubt--all could have been given a purely modern inflection in the hands of a lesser talent than
Camus, who won the Nobel Prize in 1957 and was noted for his existentialist aesthetic. The remarkable trick
of The Stranger, however, is that it's not mired in period philosophy.

The plot is simple. A young Algerian, Meursault, afflicted with a sort of aimless inertia, becomes embroiled
in the petty intrigues of a local pimp and, somewhat inexplicably, ends up killing a man. Once he's
imprisoned and eventually brought to trial, his crime, it becomes apparent, is not so much the arguably
defensible murder he has committed as it is his deficient character. The trial's proceedings are absurd, a
parsing of incidental trivialities--that Meursault, for instance, seemed unmoved by his own mother's death
and then attended a comic movie the evening after her funeral are two ostensibly damning facts--so that the
eventual sentence the jury issues is both ridiculous and inevitable.

Meursault remains a cipher nearly to the story's end--dispassionate, clinical, disengaged from his own
emotions. "She wanted to know if I loved her," he says of his girlfriend. "I answered the same way I had the
last time, that it didn't mean anything but that I probably didn't." There's a latent ominousness in such
observations, a sense that devotion is nothing more than self-delusion. It's undoubtedly true that Meursault
exhibits an extreme of resignation; however, his confrontation with "the gentle indifference of the world"
remains as compelling as it was when Camus first recounted it. --Ben Guterson

From Library Journal
The new translation of Camus's classic is a cultural event; the translation of Cocteau's diary is a literary
event. Both translations are superb, but Ward's will affect a naturalized narrative, while Browner's will
strengthen Cocteau's reemerging critical standing. Since 1946 untold thousands of American students have
read a broadly interpretative, albeit beautifully crafted British Stranger . Such readers have closed Part I on
"door of undoing" and Part II on "howls of execration." Now with the domestications pruned away from the
text, students will be as close to the original as another language will allow: "door of unhappiness" and "cries
of hate." Browner has no need to "write-over" another translation. With Cocteau's reputation chiefly as a
cineaste until recently, he has been read in French or not at all. Further, the essay puts a translator under less
pressure to normalize for readers' expectations. Both translations show the current trend to stay closer to the
original. Marilyn Gaddis Rose, SUNY at Binghamton
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
""The Stranger" is a strikingly modern text and Matthew Ward's translation will enable readers to appreciate
why Camus's stoical anti-hero and -devious narrator remains one of the key expressions of a postwar
Western malaise, and one of the cleverest exponents of a literature of ambiguity." -from the Introduction by
Peter Dunwoodie

"From the Hardcover edition."
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Salina Juarez:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The Stranger (Vintage International) book is readable through you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with The
Stranger (Vintage International) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even
now thinking The Stranger (Vintage International) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Orlando Hernandez:

This book untitled The Stranger (Vintage International) to be one of several books in which best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy
this kind of book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

John Singletary:

Why? Because this The Stranger (Vintage International) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to
it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique.
So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Sherri King:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From
the book The Stranger (Vintage International) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be



creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with
your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book The Stranger (Vintage International).
You can more desirable than now.
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