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A cloud has descended over the
household of Lady Jeanette Avenel.

THe year is 1162. Sixteen-year-old Jenny has always enjoyed her freedom as
second daughter of a Norman nobleman in Teviotdale, Scotland. But when
Jenny's sister, Isabel, disgraces the family by running away with a dangerous
suitor, Jenny is thrust reluctantly into the role of elder daughter. While Jenny
worries about her sister's future, her father's attention turns keenly toward Jenny,
and finding her a worthy suitor.

When Jenny is chosen as a potential bride for William de Warenne, brother of the
king of Scotland and heir to the crown, redemption of her family's name seems
within reach. Amid formal banquets and jousting tournaments, she struggles to
impress the aloof Earl William. At the same time, however, she finds herself
drawn to Tam Lin, a mysterious young man. Rumored to have been kidnapped
by fairies, Tam harbors a dark secret from his past that threatens everyone close
to him . . . including Jenny.

Glimmering with exquisite detail, Janet McNaughton's beautifully woven story
transports readers to a magical medieval world where one young woman
navigates the forceful tides of tradition and the ancient power of fairies to define
her own destiny.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 8 Up--Love and religious and political intrigue abound in this retelling of the legend of Tam Lin set in
12th-century Scotland. When her older sister, Isabel, disgraces the family, it is up to 16-year-old Jenny to
save her father's reputation and prosperity. Then, she meets Tam Lin in the forest and befriends him. Stories
of his insanity and odd behavior fuel the locals' fear of him, so Jenny keeps their relationship a secret. When
she is brought to the royal court as a potential bride for the king's womanizing brother William, she takes an
instant dislike to him. She also realizes that she is in love with Tam Lin, and, after a hazily described night of
passion, she becomes pregnant. The betrothal ceremony for Jenny and William is set against her wishes, but
a last second burst of courage allows her to reveal her secret. Following the ancient legend, the teen braves
the fairy queen to rescue Tam from his enchantment, and the young lovers are reunited. The author does an
excellent job of interweaving legend and history to create an exciting and engaging tale. A side story about
Isabel is equally well developed. The women, though bound by tradition and societal standing, show
gumption and fortitude, and the role of the early church in politics and daily life is interestingly explored.
Fans of Elizabeth Marie Pope's The Perilous Gard (Houghton, 2001), also a retelling of Tam Lin, will enjoy
this novel as well.--Cheri Dobbs, Detroit Country Day Middle School, Beverly Hills, MI
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Gr. 7-10. Sixteen-year-old Jenny, a high-born lass in medieval Scotland, "loves the dark and wild heart of the
forest." In her wanderings she meets Tam Lin, an enchanted young lord with whom she forges a love pure
enough to shatter a powerful curse. This is ancient, elemental stuff, culled from the ballad of a Scottish
knight whose mortal lover rescues him from an evil fairy queen. McNaughton hits the tale's main points,
including Jenny's pregnancy (the result of a euphemistically described night of passion), but invented
conflicts give the story its forward momentum. Jenny finds herself earmarked for an advantageous betrothal
and, in a subplot inspired by a different ballad, helps her sister recover from a traumatic encounter with an
unscrupulous knight. In fact, McNaughton evokes the social and political landscape so vividly that readers
may find the periodic swerves into high fantasy somewhat jarring. Even so, fans of historical fiction will find
much to admire in this story of a spirited heroine and ecstatic young love. Jennifer Mattson
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
Janet McNaughton has a Ph.D. in folklore and is the award-winning writer of novels for young readers. She
lives in St. John's, Newfoundland, with her family.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Hayden:

With other case, little folks like to read book An Earthly Knight. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book An Earthly Knight. You
can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library.
Let's read.

Matthew Sammons:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this An Earthly Knight.

Helen Scott:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the guide untitled An Earthly Knight can be very good book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Jennifer Gallant:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the An Earthly Knight when you necessary it?
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