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If there's one lesson every homeowner must learn, it's this: The traditional lawn is
a huge, time consuming, synthetic-chemical sucking mistake. The time has come
to look for new ways to create friendly, livable spaces around our homes.

In The American Meadow Garden, ornamental grass expert John Greenlee
creates a new model for homeowners and gardeners. For Greenlee, a meadow
isn't arandom assortment of messy, anonymous grasses. Rather, itisa
shimmering mini-ecosystem, in which regionally appropriate grasses combine
with colorful perenniasto form arich tapestry that is friendly to al life— with
minimal input of water, time, and other scarce resources. Kids and pets can play
in complete safety, and birds and butterflies flock there. A prairie style planting
is aplace you want to be.

With decades of experience as a nurseryman and designer, John Greenlee isthe
perfect guide. He details all the practicalities of site preparation, plant selection,
and maintenance; particularly valuable are his explanations of how ornamental
grasses perform in different climates and areas. Gorgeous photography by Saxon
Holt visually illustrates the message with stunning examples of meadow gardens
from across the country.

We've reached a stage where we can no longer follow past practices
unthinkingly, particularly when those practices are wasteful and harmful to the
environment. It'stime to get rid of the old-fashioned lawn and embrace a sane
and healthy future: the American meadow garden.
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If there's one lesson every homeowner must learn, it's this: The traditional lawn is a huge, time consuming,
synthetic-chemical sucking mistake. The time has come to look for new waysto create friendly, livable
spaces around our homes.

In The American Meadow Garden, ornamental grass expert John Greenlee creates a new model for
homeowners and gardeners. For Greenlee, a meadow isn't arandom assortment of messy, anonymous
grasses. Rather, it is a shimmering mini-ecosystem, in which regionally appropriate grasses combine with
colorful perennials to form arich tapestry that isfriendly to all life— with minimal input of water, time, and
other scarce resources. Kids and pets can play in complete safety, and birds and butterflies flock there. A
prairie style planting is a place you want to be.

With decades of experience as a nurseryman and designer, John Greenlee is the perfect guide. He details all
the practicalities of site preparation, plant selection, and maintenance; particularly vauable are his
explanations of how ornamental grasses perform in different climates and areas. Gorgeous photography by
Saxon Holt visually illustrates the message with stunning examples of meadow gardens from across the
country.

We've reached a stage where we can no longer follow past practices unthinkingly, particularly when those
practices are wasteful and harmful to the environment. It's timeto get rid of the old-fashioned lawn and
embrace a sane and healthy future: the American meadow garden.
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Editorial Review
Review

“With Holt' s photographs, thisis alarge and colorful showcase of Greenlee's extensive knowledge and great
passion for gardening. His enthusiasm [ig] infectious. . . . Gardeners will find this book extremely helpful
and inspirational.” —Library Journal

“Asyou turn the pages you will start to imagine that you are sprawled out in the meadow of your dreams, the
grasses swooshing over your head. . . . It's not every book that lifts you from your reading nook and opens
wide the vista of the heavens.” —Chicago Tribune

“If you' ve ever thought of abandoning your lawn but haven’t yet, The American Meadow Garden will surely
inspireyou to action. . . . Takealong look at your lawn mower, and then go buy this book.” —American
Gardener

“In abook long awaited by green mavens and horticultural enthusiasts, Greenlee's dynamic garden designs
are paired with Holt’ s splendid photographs in a beautifully produced, information-packed volume that looks
at meadows in the context of garden spaceslarge or small.” —Booklist

“Are you bold enough to try your hand at a meadow garden? The time for bringing back nature is
now!” —Virginia Master Gardeners Association Report

“A paean to grassy, no-mow landscapes that shiver, shimmer and wave. . . . Greenlee’s easy prose welcomes
all comersto aim higher than slabs of pool-table green.” —NPR.org

“Hereis an entirely new approach to garden-making. It's enticing and informative, and it’ s presented with
polish and pizazz.” —Pacific Horticulture

“Thisisnot abook about how to create the purist’ s wildflower meadow, but breaks new ground in showing
how garden plants can be used to create a meadow-like environment. Saxon Holt’ s photography is beautiful,
and Greenlee' s prose the right blend of informative and occasionally provocative.” —Gardens | llustrated

“After you read this book, you'll wonder why you ever entertained the idea of alawn.” —Garden Design
Online

“Thisisthe rare species of garden book with a continental-wide scope from a West Coast point of
view.” —San Francisco Chronicle

“Full of inspiring ideas, Greenlee explores how to combine a spectacular variety of grasses with other plants
to make the most of their natural forms, fragrance, leaf, and bloom.” —The Seattle Times

“You'll be rethinking labor-and-resource-intensive lawns after a couple of minutes with The American
Meadow Garden.” —The Oregonian

About the Author



John Greenlee has been creating grass ecologies in gardens of all sizes all over the United States and Canada
since 1984. He owns Greenlee Nursery, the oldest grass nursery in California. He has appeared frequently on
television and was named horticulturist of the year in 2002 by the Southern California Association of
Horticulturists. His previous book is The Encyclopedia of Ornamental Grasses (Rodale 1992). He holds a
Bachelor of Science degreein ornamental horticulture from Cal Poly, Pomona, California.

Saxon Holt has combined his career as a photographer with alifelong love of gardening. Hiswork has
appeared in dozens of books and gardening magazines. He is a member of the American Society of Media
Photographers, the American Society of Picture Professionals, and the Garden Writers of America
Association, from which he has received three awards for his photography.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Priscilla McCreary:

The feeling that you get from The American Meadow Garden: Creating a Natural Alternative to the
Traditional Lawn may be the more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The American Meadow
Garden: Creating a Natural Alternative to the Traditional Lawn giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The article writer conveys their point in anumber of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read
that because the author of this e-book iswell-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this The American Meadow Garden:
Creating aNatural Alternative to the Traditional Lawn instantly.

Lisa Marsh:

The guide with title The American Meadow Garden: Creating a Natural Alternative to the Traditional Lawn
has lot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of help after read this book. This kind of
book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
now. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you throughout new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Mable Watkins:

This The American Meadow Garden: Creating a Natural Alternative to the Traditional Lawn is great reserve
for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and
get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can
say no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having The American Meadow Garden: Creating a Natural Alternative to the Traditional Lawn in



your hand like having the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , thisis good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Wilma Hogan:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. Y ou
will observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is The American Meadow Garden: Creating a Natural Alternative to the
Traditional Lawn this book consist alot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer valueto explain it is easy
to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book
appropriate all of you.
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