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Why do we find artificial people fascinating? Drawing from a rich fictional and
cinematic tradition, Anatomy of a Robot explores the political and textual
implications of our perennial projections of humanity onto figures such as robots,
androids, cyborgs, and automata. In an engaging, sophisticated, and accessible
presentation, Despina Kakoudaki argues that, in their narrative and cultural
deployment, artificial people demarcate what it means to be human. They
perform this function by offering us a non-human version of ourselves as a site of
investigation. Artificial people teach us that being human, being a person or a
self, is a constant process and often a matter of legal, philosophical, and political
struggle.

By analyzing a wide range of literary texts and films (including episodes from
Twilight Zone, the fiction of Philip K. Dick, Kazuo Ishiguro’s novel Never Let
Me Go, Metropolis, The Golem, Frankenstein, The Terminator, Iron Man, Blade
Runner, and I, Robot), and going back to alchemy and to Aristotle’s Physics and
De Anima, she tracks four foundational narrative elements in this centuries-old
discourse— the fantasy of the artificial birth, the fantasy of the mechanical body,
the tendency to represent artificial people as slaves, and the interpretation of
artificiality as an existential trope. What unifies these investigations is the return
of all four elements to the question of what constitutes the human.

This focused approach to the topic of the artificial, constructed, or mechanical
person allows us to reconsider the creation of artificial life.  By focusing on their
historical provenance and textual versatility, Kakoudaki elucidates artificial
people’s main cultural function, which is the political and existential negotiation
of what it means to be a person.
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Why do we find artificial people fascinating? Drawing from a rich fictional and cinematic tradition, Anatomy
of a Robot explores the political and textual implications of our perennial projections of humanity onto
figures such as robots, androids, cyborgs, and automata. In an engaging, sophisticated, and accessible
presentation, Despina Kakoudaki argues that, in their narrative and cultural deployment, artificial people
demarcate what it means to be human. They perform this function by offering us a non-human version of
ourselves as a site of investigation. Artificial people teach us that being human, being a person or a self, is a
constant process and often a matter of legal, philosophical, and political struggle.

By analyzing a wide range of literary texts and films (including episodes from Twilight Zone, the fiction of
Philip K. Dick, Kazuo Ishiguro’s novel Never Let Me Go, Metropolis, The Golem, Frankenstein, The
Terminator, Iron Man, Blade Runner, and I, Robot), and going back to alchemy and to Aristotle’s Physics
and De Anima, she tracks four foundational narrative elements in this centuries-old discourse— the fantasy
of the artificial birth, the fantasy of the mechanical body, the tendency to represent artificial people as slaves,
and the interpretation of artificiality as an existential trope. What unifies these investigations is the return of
all four elements to the question of what constitutes the human.

This focused approach to the topic of the artificial, constructed, or mechanical person allows us to reconsider
the creation of artificial life.  By focusing on their historical provenance and textual versatility, Kakoudaki
elucidates artificial people’s main cultural function, which is the political and existential negotiation of what
it means to be a person.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Wide-ranging in its examples, erudite, politically relevant, and profound in its implications, this book is
essential for anyone interested in our long history with created others."
(Sherryl Vint University of California, Riverside)

"Anatomy of a Robot offers an insightful analysis of the cultural work artificial people perform as they
elucidate what it is to be human; a refreshing intervention in the field and impressive in its breadth."
(Teresa Heffernan Saint Mary’s University)

"This book is literary criticism that looks at the robot as a trope across media, from ancient myths to modern-
day movies. The book has four overarching themes that Kakoudaki presents in separate chapters: 'The
Artificial Birth,' 'The Mechanical Body,' 'The Mechanical Slave,' and 'The Existential Cyborg.' [Kakoudaki
provides] a great deal of historical and cultural depth, exploring a diversity of tropes across all of recorded
history. Highly recommended."

(Choice)

About the Author

 DESPINA KAKOUDAKI is an associate professor in the department of literature at American University in
Washington, D.C.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cameron Keller:

This book untitled Anatomy of a Robot: Literature, Cinema, and the Cultural Work of Artificial People to be
one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot
of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it via online.
The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Christopher Forney:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Anatomy of a Robot: Literature,
Cinema, and the Cultural Work of Artificial People that give your fun preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know



world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for
every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Anatomy of a Robot:
Literature, Cinema, and the Cultural Work of Artificial People become your own starter.

Cindy Johnson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Anatomy of a Robot: Literature, Cinema, and the Cultural Work of Artificial People will give
you new experience in examining a book.

Richard Mason:

Beside this Anatomy of a Robot: Literature, Cinema, and the Cultural Work of Artificial People in your
phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Anatomy of a Robot: Literature, Cinema, and the
Cultural Work of Artificial People because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do
you at times have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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