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Map out your idea and finish your story in 7 stages!

This book will show writers how to develop their ideas into a finished novel by
working through it in 7 stages, while learning how to mapping out their story's
progress and structure so they can evaluate and improve their work. It teaches
writers to visualize their story's progress with a story map that helps them see all
the different components of their story, where these components are going, and,
perhaps most importantly, what's missing.

The book simplifies Aristotle's elements of good writing (a.k.a. that each story
should have a beginning, a middle and an end) into easily applicable concepts
that will help writersimprove their craft. The author helps readers strengthen
their work by teaching them how to focus on one aspect of their story at atime,
including forming stories and developing ideas, building strong structures,
creating vibrant characters, and structuring scenes and transitions. Thought-
provoking questions help writers more objectively assess their story's strengths
and weaknesses so they may write the story they want to tell.
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Map out your idea and finish your story in 7 stages!

This book will show writers how to develop their ideas into afinished novel by working throughitin 7
stages, while learning how to mapping out their story's progress and structure so they can evaluate and
improve their work. It teaches writersto visualize their story's progress with a story map that helps them see
al the different components of their story, where these components are going, and, perhaps most
importantly, what's missing.

The book simplifies Aristotle's elements of good writing (a.k.a. that each story should have a beginning, a
middle and an end) into easily applicable concepts that will help writersimprove their craft. The author helps
readers strengthen their work by teaching them how to focus on one aspect of their story at atime, including
forming stories and developing ideas, building strong structures, creating vibrant characters, and structuring
scenes and transitions. Thought-provoking questions help writers more objectively assess their story's
strengths and weaknesses so they may write the story they want to tell.
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Editorial Review

From the Author

The Writer's Compass is my way of sharing what I've learned with other writers and to encourage them. It is
a comprehensive book filled with exercises and questions to assist writers at all levels. There are three ways
to approach The Writer's Compass:

- Reading through the book will give writers new information and new writing techniques.
- Doing some of the exercises and answering some of the questions will teach writers new skills.
- Answering al of the questions and doing all the exercises will develop the writer's skillsto anew level.

From the Back Cover

How do you tell the story you want to tell and capture your audience's heart? Regardless of genre or format,
to tell your story effectively you must first sort through all the ideas you've been toying with--organize them,
whip them into shape, and turn them into great writing. Whether you're writing a novel, a short story, a play,
or ascreenplay, the 7 stage approach of The Writer's Compass allows you to focus on one apect of your story
at atime--including forming and developing ideas, building strong structures, creating vibrant characters,
and structuring scenes and transitions. The path of awriter isn't always easy. Let The Writer's Compass be
your north star by simplifying awealth of writing advice into easily applicable concepts that will help you
improve your craft.

About the Author

Nancy Ellen Dodd is awriter, editor, and university instructor teaching screenwriting and management
communications at Pepperdine University. She also teaches writing workshops and serves as academic editor
of the Graziadio Business Review at the Graziadio Business School at Pepperdine University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Catherine Scott:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y es, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called The Writer's Compass. From
Story Map to Finished Draft in 7 Stages? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. Y ou recognize beside
you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Agnes Shivers.

Book iswritten, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a guide. Book has
adifferent type. Aswe know that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world. Close to that you can
your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Writer's Compass: From Story Map to Finished Draft in 7



Stages will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

K athleen Owen:

Spent afree a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or al their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill
your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read.
If you want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled The Writer's Compass: From Story Map to
Finished Draft in 7 Stages can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

LauraBurke:

Isit anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Writer's Compass: From Story Map to
Finished Draft in 7 Stages can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this brand new erais common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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