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Shakespeare's last plays, because of their apparent similarity in thematic concern,
dramatic arrangements and stylistic features, are often considered by modern
scholarship to form a unique group in his canon. Their departure from the
preceding great tragedies and their status as an artist's last works have long
aroused scholarly interest in Shakespeare's "lateness" - the study, essentially, of
the relationship between his advancing years and his final dramatic output,
encompassing questions such as "Why did Shakespeare write the last plays?",
"What influenced his writing?", and "What is the significance of these plays?".
Answers to these questions are varied and often contradictory, partly because the
subject is the elusive Shakespeare, and partly because the concept of lateness as
an artistic phenomenon is itself unstable and problematic. This book reconsiders
Shakespeare's lateness by reading the last plays in the light of, but not bound by,
current theories of late style and writing. The analysis incorporates traditional
literary, stylistic and biographic approaches in various combinations. The
exploration of the works (namely Pericles, Cymbeline, The Winter's Tale, The
Tempest, Henry VIII and The Two Noble Kinsmen), while underlined by an
interest in their shared concern with the effect, power and the possibilities of art
and language, also places an emphasis on each play's distinct features and
contexts. A pattern of steady artistic development is revealed, bespeaking
Shakespeare's continued professional energy and ongoing self-challenge, which
are, in fact, at the centre of his working methods throughout his career. The book,
therefore, proposes that Shakespeare's "lateness" is, in fact, a continuation of his
sustained dramatic development.
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Shakespeare's last plays, because of their apparent similarity in thematic concern, dramatic arrangements and
stylistic features, are often considered by modern scholarship to form a unique group in his canon. Their
departure from the preceding great tragedies and their status as an artist's last works have long aroused
scholarly interest in Shakespeare's "lateness" - the study, essentially, of the relationship between his
advancing years and his final dramatic output, encompassing questions such as "Why did Shakespeare write
the last plays?", "What influenced his writing?", and "What is the significance of these plays?". Answers to
these questions are varied and often contradictory, partly because the subject is the elusive Shakespeare, and
partly because the concept of lateness as an artistic phenomenon is itself unstable and problematic. This book
reconsiders Shakespeare's lateness by reading the last plays in the light of, but not bound by, current theories
of late style and writing. The analysis incorporates traditional literary, stylistic and biographic approaches in
various combinations. The exploration of the works (namely Pericles, Cymbeline, The Winter's Tale, The
Tempest, Henry VIII and The Two Noble Kinsmen), while underlined by an interest in their shared concern
with the effect, power and the possibilities of art and language, also places an emphasis on each play's
distinct features and contexts. A pattern of steady artistic development is revealed, bespeaking Shakespeare's
continued professional energy and ongoing self-challenge, which are, in fact, at the centre of his working
methods throughout his career. The book, therefore, proposes that Shakespeare's "lateness" is, in fact, a
continuation of his sustained dramatic development.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Xing Chen's research area is Renaissance English literature, with a particular focus on Shakespeare's last
plays. Her publications include several articles on Shakespeare studies in China Reading Weekly, a paper on
late Shakespeare in the essay collection Essays on the History of British Literature (SFLEP 2013), and a
forthcoming article on the labelling of Shakespeare's last plays in Literature Compass. Chen received her
PhD in English Literature from the University of Edinburgh. She is currently Assistant Professor in the
English Department at Nanjing University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alberta Sanchez:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Reconsidering Shakespeare's 'Lateness': Studies in the
Last Plays. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a new book Reconsidering Shakespeare's 'Lateness': Studies in the Last Plays. You can add know-
how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Earl Hess:

The experience that you get from Reconsidering Shakespeare's 'Lateness': Studies in the Last Plays is a more
deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Reconsidering Shakespeare's 'Lateness': Studies in
the Last Plays giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific Reconsidering
Shakespeare's 'Lateness': Studies in the Last Plays instantly.

Lowell Seymour:

The book untitled Reconsidering Shakespeare's 'Lateness': Studies in the Last Plays contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere



and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice examine.

William Luke:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Reconsidering Shakespeare's
'Lateness': Studies in the Last Plays is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train
and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book.
It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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