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The Russian formalists emerged from the Russian Revolution with ideas about
the independence of literature. They enjoyed that independence until Stalin shut
them down. By then, however, they had produced essays that remain among the
best defenses ever written for both literature and its theory.

Included here are four essays representing key points in the formalists’ short
history. Victor Shklovsky’s pioneering “Art as Technique” (1917) defines the
literary as a way to make us see familiar things as if for the first time. His 1921
essay on Tristram Shandy makes that eccentric novel the centerpiece for a theory
of narrative. A section from Boris Tomashevsky’s “Thematics” (1925)
inventories the elements of stories. In “The Theory of the ‘Formal Method’”
(1927), Boris Eichenbaum defends Russian Formalism against various attacks.
An able champion, he describes Formalism’s evolution, notes its major figures
and works, clears away decayed axioms, and rescues literature from “primitive
historicism” and other dangers.

These essays set a course for literary studies that led to Prague structuralism,
French semiotics, and postmodern poetics. Russian Formalist Criticism has been
honored as a Choice Outstanding Academic Book of the Year by the American
Library Association.
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produced essays that remain among the best defenses ever written for both literature and its theory.

Included here are four essays representing key points in the formalists’ short history. Victor Shklovsky’s
pioneering “Art as Technique” (1917) defines the literary as a way to make us see familiar things as if for the
first time. His 1921 essay on Tristram Shandy makes that eccentric novel the centerpiece for a theory of
narrative. A section from Boris Tomashevsky’s “Thematics” (1925) inventories the elements of stories. In
“The Theory of the ‘Formal Method’” (1927), Boris Eichenbaum defends Russian Formalism against various
attacks. An able champion, he describes Formalism’s evolution, notes its major figures and works, clears
away decayed axioms, and rescues literature from “primitive historicism” and other dangers.

These essays set a course for literary studies that led to Prague structuralism, French semiotics, and
postmodern poetics. Russian Formalist Criticism has been honored as a Choice Outstanding Academic Book
of the Year by the American Library Association.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Some of the most important literary theory of this century.”—College English
(College English 2011-09-27)

About the Author

Lee T. Lemon is an emeritus professor of English at the University of Nebraska–Lincoln and the author of
several books, including Portraits of the Artist in Contemporary Fiction and Approaches to Literature: A
Guide to Thinking and Writing.
 
Marion J. Reis was affiliated with the Oak Park and River Forest High School in Oak Park, Illinois.
 
Gary Saul Morson is the author of numerous books, including The Words of Others: From Quotations to
Culture and “Anna Karenina” in Our Time: Seeing More Wisely.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Will Guertin:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question mainly because just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Russian Formalist Criticism: Four
Essays, Second Edition (Regents Critics) to read.

Margie Turner:

Russian Formalist Criticism: Four Essays, Second Edition (Regents Critics) can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering
the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in
writing Russian Formalist Criticism: Four Essays, Second Edition (Regents Critics) nevertheless doesn't
forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you
can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
imagining.



Alberto Holbrook:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Russian Formalist Criticism: Four Essays, Second
Edition (Regents Critics) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Russian Formalist Criticism: Four Essays, Second Edition (Regents Critics) has many kinds or genre.
Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you
are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.

Teresa Dawkins:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Russian Formalist Criticism: Four Essays, Second Edition (Regents Critics). You'll be
able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge
and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring
you from one spot to other place.
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