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This collection of original essays focuses on the rich, historically diverse, and
often misunderstood experiences of Amish, Mennonite, and other women of
Anabaptist traditions across 400 years. Equal parts sociology, religious history,
and gender studies, the book explores the changing roles and issues surrounding
Anabaptist women in communities ranging from sixteenth-century Europe to
contemporary North America. Gathered under the overarching theme of the
insider/outsider distinction, the essays discuss, among other topics:

•How womanhood was defined in early Anabaptist societies of the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries, and how women served as central figures by convening
meetings across class boundaries or becoming religious leaders •How nineteenth-
century Amish tightened the connections among the individual, the family, the
household, and the community by linking them into a shared framework with the
father figure at the helm •The changing work world and domestic life of
Mennonite women in the three decades following World War II •The recent
ascendency of antimodernism and plain dress among the Amish •The special
difficulties faced by scholars who try to apply a historical or sociological method
to the very same cultural subgroups from which they derive The essays in this
collection follow a fascinating journey through time and place to give voice to
women who are often characterized as the "quiet in the land." Their voices and
their experiences demonstrate the power of religion to shape identity and social
practice.
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This collection of original essays focuses on the rich, historically diverse, and often misunderstood
experiences of Amish, Mennonite, and other women of Anabaptist traditions across 400 years. Equal parts
sociology, religious history, and gender studies, the book explores the changing roles and issues surrounding
Anabaptist women in communities ranging from sixteenth-century Europe to contemporary North America.
Gathered under the overarching theme of the insider/outsider distinction, the essays discuss, among other
topics:

•How womanhood was defined in early Anabaptist societies of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and
how women served as central figures by convening meetings across class boundaries or becoming religious
leaders •How nineteenth-century Amish tightened the connections among the individual, the family, the
household, and the community by linking them into a shared framework with the father figure at the helm
•The changing work world and domestic life of Mennonite women in the three decades following World War
II •The recent ascendency of antimodernism and plain dress among the Amish •The special difficulties faced
by scholars who try to apply a historical or sociological method to the very same cultural subgroups from
which they derive The essays in this collection follow a fascinating journey through time and place to give
voice to women who are often characterized as the "quiet in the land." Their voices and their experiences
demonstrate the power of religion to shape identity and social practice.
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Editorial Review

Review

Strangers at Home makes a major contribution to our understanding of Anabaptist history and the ongoing
construction of Anabaptist identity. Moreover, in investigating the role of religion and ethnicity in framing
the choices available to individuals and communities, the essays in Strangers at Home consider the historical
construction of gender in Anabaptist cultures in the larger context of women's history and, in so doing,
question assumptions about the field of women's history itself.

(Karen M. Johnson-Weiner Mennonite Quarterly Review)

Amish and Mennonite women occupy a unique niche in rural America, and the intricate, complex essays in
Strangers at Home demonstrates a maturity in their study.... The essays are uniformly sophisticated,
interesting, and worthwhile.

(Rebecca Sharpless Agricultural History)

This work is significant both for its breadth... and for offering glimpses into the varieties of Mennonite and
Amish life.

(Rachel Waltner Goosen Annals of Iowa)

A unique and significant contribution not only to the body of scholarship on Anabaptist women, but to the
study of women's experiences in ethnoreligious groups in general.

(Erin Roth Der Reggeboge)

These essays add to the diversification of the historiography of women, raising in fresh ways questions of
ethnicity, religion, and individual-community relationships. Their publication is a milestone in Anabaptist
scholarship.

(Steven M. Nolt Journal of American History)

This collection of essays is an extraordinary contribution to the scholarly study of Anabaptist women.

(Laura H. Weaver Utopian Studies)

All who follow the invitation of the young woman features on the dust jacket to explore the experiences of
the women who share the predicament finding themselves Strangers at Home, will be greatly enriched.

(Lucille Marr Journal of Mennonite Studies)



This collection represents a fresh and much needed approach to Anabaptist studies.

(Esther Epp-Tiessen Conrad Grebel Review)

These path-breaking essays make a stellar contribution to the scholarship of gender roles in contemporary
Anabaptist communities.

(Donald B. Kraybill, Messiah College)

About the Author

Kimberly D. Schmidt  is an assistant professor of history and director of the Washington Community
Scholars Center of Eastern Mennonite University. Diane Zimmerman Umble  is chair and an associate
professor of communications at Millersville University. Steven D. Reschly  is an associate professor of
history at Truman State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Lacey:

This Strangers at Home: Amish and Mennonite Women in History (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies)
book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting
deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Strangers at Home: Amish and
Mennonite Women in History (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) without we know teach the one who
looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Strangers at Home: Amish and
Mennonite Women in History (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) can bring whenever you are and not
make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Strangers at Home: Amish and Mennonite Women in History (Center Books in Anabaptist
Studies) having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Robert Nguyen:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider if
those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take Strangers at Home: Amish and Mennonite Women in History (Center
Books in Anabaptist Studies) as your daily resource information.



Francis Pilkington:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer may be Strangers at Home: Amish and Mennonite Women in History (Center Books in
Anabaptist Studies) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will
not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Richard Harden:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Strangers at Home: Amish and Mennonite
Women in History (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies).
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