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No subject looms larger over the historical landscape of medieval Spain than that
of the reconquista, the rapid expansion of the power of the Christian kingdoms
into the Muslim-populated lands of southern Iberia, which created a broad
frontier zone that for two centuries remained a region of warfare and peril.
Drawing on a large fund of unpublished material in royal, ecclesiastical, and
municipal archives as well as rabbinic literature, Jonathan Ray reveals a fluid,
often volatile society that transcended religious boundaries and attracted Jewish
colonists from throughout the peninsula and beyond.

The result was a wave of Jewish settlements marked by a high degree of
openness, mobility, and interaction with both Christians and Muslims. Ray's view
challenges the traditional historiography, which holds that Sephardic
communities, already fully developed, were simply reestablished on the frontier.
In the early years of settlement, Iberia's crusader kings actively supported Jewish
economic and political activity, and Jewish interaction with their Christian
neighbors was extensive.

Only as the frontier was firmly incorporated into the political life of the
peninsular states did these frontier Sephardic populations begin to forge the
communal structures that resembled the older Jewish communities of the North
and the interior. By the end of the thirteenth century, royal intervention had
begun to restrict the amount of contact between Jewish and Christian
communities, signaling the end of the open society that had marked the frontier
for most of the century.
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No subject looms larger over the historical landscape of medieval Spain than that of the reconquista, the
rapid expansion of the power of the Christian kingdoms into the Muslim-populated lands of southern Iberia,
which created a broad frontier zone that for two centuries remained a region of warfare and peril. Drawing
on a large fund of unpublished material in royal, ecclesiastical, and municipal archives as well as rabbinic
literature, Jonathan Ray reveals a fluid, often volatile society that transcended religious boundaries and
attracted Jewish colonists from throughout the peninsula and beyond.

The result was a wave of Jewish settlements marked by a high degree of openness, mobility, and interaction
with both Christians and Muslims. Ray's view challenges the traditional historiography, which holds that
Sephardic communities, already fully developed, were simply reestablished on the frontier. In the early years
of settlement, Iberia's crusader kings actively supported Jewish economic and political activity, and Jewish
interaction with their Christian neighbors was extensive.

Only as the frontier was firmly incorporated into the political life of the peninsular states did these frontier
Sephardic populations begin to forge the communal structures that resembled the older Jewish communities
of the North and the interior. By the end of the thirteenth century, royal intervention had begun to restrict the
amount of contact between Jewish and Christian communities, signaling the end of the open society that had
marked the frontier for most of the century.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
The Jews of the Iberian Peninsula and their descendants are known as Sephardim. The Jews in medieval
Spain created a rich and varied culture, and it was there that the kabbalah saw its first flowering in the
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. Ray examines the early development of Jewish communities in the
various peninsular kingdoms during the transition from Muslim to Christian rule. He contends that the social,
political, and economic factors of the frontier during the second half of the thirteenth century helped to create
Jewish communities characterized by a high degree of fluidity. This study is divided into two parts. The first
focuses on the process of Jewish immigration and settlement, and it examines Jewish landownership and the
nature and diversity of economic opportunities that drew Jews to the frontier. The second traces the forces
that led to the gradual constriction of Jewish society in southern Iberia and the degree to which Jewish
settlers were able to endure despite the eventual "closing" of this Hispano-Jewish frontier. Insightful and
engaging. George Cohen
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"Ray examines the early development of Jewish communities in the various peninsular kingdoms during the
transition from Muslim to Christian rule. He contends that the social, political, and economic factors of the
frontier during the second half of the thirteenth century helped to create Jewish communities characterized
by a high degree of fluidity. . . . Insightful and engaging."?Booklist (15 February 2006)

"Using rabbinic sources and unpublished archives, Jonathan Ray brings Jewish settlement of the southern
Iberian peninsula into clearer focus. . . . This interesting and lively book challenges the image of medieval
Spanish and Portuguese society as invariably corporate and religious in its organization. The high medieval
Iberian frontier, at least, was a place where the quest of individuals and families for financial and social
opportunity took precedence over loyalty to rigidly defined confessional groups."?Jessica A. Coope,
American Historical Review (June 2007)

"The Sephardic Frontier is a new and convincing account of the Sephardic Jews and the Spanish
Reconquest. The Jews are here regarded not as beleaguered communities responding to a Christian
onslaught, but rather as participants in the expansion: as immigrants, land-holders, entrepreneurs, and
pioneers. Jonathan Ray employs many common themes of medieval Spanish history such as the frontier,
cultural exchange, and the coexistence of religious communities. These are seen in a new way, however, as
the Jews emerge as individuals, not as a confessional group, individuals with a range of opportunities and
challenges brought about by the expansion of the Christian kingdoms. This allows historians to look beyond
generalizations about a Golden Age of Spanish toleration followed by persecution and to regard the Jewish
experience as more dynamic and individual."?Paul Freedman, Yale University

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


"The Sephardic Frontier is a pioneering book on an age of pioneers, vividly explaining how the Jews of
Spain and Portugal found a space for themselves on the expanding frontiers of the Christian kingdoms, under
the leadership of dynamic individuals and in the face of increasing interference by the Crown."?David
Abulafia, University of Cambridge

"Jonathan Ray's The Sephardic Frontier is an ambitious and very important reconsideration of the
establishment of Jewish settlements and the sociopolitical experience of the Jewish communities in southern
Iberia during the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. By focusing on the critical notion of frontier in both the
geographical and social sense Ray effectively bridges the historiography of the Jews with the historiography
of their neighbors and offers the reader a compelling, complex picture of the richness of Sephardic history
and society during a critical period in peninsular history."?Ross Brann, Cornell University

From the Back Cover
"The Sephardic Frontier is a new and convincing account of the Sephardic Jews and the Spanish
Reconquest. The Jews are here regarded not as beleaguered communities responding to a Christian
onslaught, but rather as participants in the expansion: as immigrants, land-holders, entrepreneurs, and
pioneers. Jonathan Ray employs many common themes of medieval Spanish history such as the frontier,
cultural exchange, and the coexistence of religious communities. These are seen in a new way, however, as
the Jews emerge as individuals, not as a confessional group, individuals with a range of opportunities and
challenges brought about by the expansion of the Christian kingdoms. This allows historians to look beyond
generalizations about a Golden Age of Spanish toleration followed by persecution and to regard the Jewish
experience as more dynamic and individual."--Paul Freedman, Yale University

"The Sephardic Frontier is a pioneering book on an age of pioneers, vividly explaining how the Jews of
Spain and Portugal found a space for themselves on the expanding frontiers of the Christian kingdoms, under
the leadership of dynamic individuals and in the face of increasing interference by the Crown."--David
Abulafia, University of Cambridge

"Jonathan Ray's The Sephardic Frontier is an ambitious and very important reconsideration of the
establishment of Jewish settlements and the sociopolitical experience of the Jewish communities in southern
Iberia during the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. By focusing on the critical notion of frontier in both the
geographical and social sense Ray effectively bridges the historiography of the Jews with the historiography
of their neighbors and offers the reader a compelling, complex picture of the richness of Sephardic history
and society during a critical period in peninsular history."--Ross Brann, Cornell University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Smith:

The book The Sephardic Frontier: The "Reconquista" and the Jewish Community in Medieval Iberia
(Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medieval Past) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Sephardic
Frontier: The "Reconquista" and the Jewish Community in Medieval Iberia (Conjunctions of Religion and
Power in the Medieval Past) for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal



capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open
up and read a book The Sephardic Frontier: The "Reconquista" and the Jewish Community in Medieval
Iberia (Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medieval Past). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Lisa Maurer:

The book The Sephardic Frontier: The "Reconquista" and the Jewish Community in Medieval Iberia
(Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medieval Past) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book The Sephardic Frontier: The
"Reconquista" and the Jewish Community in Medieval Iberia (Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the
Medieval Past)? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
The Sephardic Frontier: The "Reconquista" and the Jewish Community in Medieval Iberia (Conjunctions of
Religion and Power in the Medieval Past) has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Laveta Blodgett:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we
will say absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity do you possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare
time, the book you have read is definitely The Sephardic Frontier: The "Reconquista" and the Jewish
Community in Medieval Iberia (Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medieval Past).

Billie Gallagher:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Sephardic Frontier: The
"Reconquista" and the Jewish Community in Medieval Iberia (Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the
Medieval Past) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.
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