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Elaborately conceived, grandly constructed insane asylums—ranging in
appearance from classical temples to Gothic castles—were once a common sight
looming on the outskirts of American towns and cities. Many of these buildings
were razed long ago, and those that remain stand as grim reminders of an often
cruel system. For much of the nineteenth century, however, these asylums
epitomized the widely held belief among doctors and social reformers that
insanity was a curable disease and that environment—architecture in
particular—was the most effective means of treatment.

 

In The Architecture of Madness, Carla Yanni tells a compelling story of
therapeutic design, from America’s earliest purpose—built institutions for the
insane to the asylum construction frenzy in the second half of the century. At the
center of Yanni’s inquiry is Dr. Thomas Kirkbride, a Pennsylvania-born Quaker,
who in the 1840s devised a novel way to house the mentally diseased that
emphasized segregation by severity of illness, ease of treatment and surveillance,
and ventilation. After the Civil War, American architects designed Kirkbride-
plan hospitals across the country.

 

Before the end of the century, interest in the Kirkbride plan had begun to decline.
Many of the asylums had deteriorated into human warehouses, strengthening
arguments against the monolithic structures advocated by Kirkbride. At the same
time, the medical profession began embracing a more neurological approach to
mental disease that considered architecture as largely irrelevant to its treatment.

 

Generously illustrated, The Architecture of Madness is a fresh and original look
at the American medical establishment’s century-long preoccupation with
therapeutic architecture as a way to cure social ills.
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Carla Yanni is associate professor of art history at Rutgers University and the
author of Nature’s Museums: Victorian Science and the Architecture of Display.
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Elaborately conceived, grandly constructed insane asylums—ranging in appearance from classical temples to
Gothic castles—were once a common sight looming on the outskirts of American towns and cities. Many of
these buildings were razed long ago, and those that remain stand as grim reminders of an often cruel system.
For much of the nineteenth century, however, these asylums epitomized the widely held belief among
doctors and social reformers that insanity was a curable disease and that environment—architecture in
particular—was the most effective means of treatment.

 

In The Architecture of Madness, Carla Yanni tells a compelling story of therapeutic design, from America’s
earliest purpose—built institutions for the insane to the asylum construction frenzy in the second half of the
century. At the center of Yanni’s inquiry is Dr. Thomas Kirkbride, a Pennsylvania-born Quaker, who in the
1840s devised a novel way to house the mentally diseased that emphasized segregation by severity of illness,
ease of treatment and surveillance, and ventilation. After the Civil War, American architects designed
Kirkbride-plan hospitals across the country.

 

Before the end of the century, interest in the Kirkbride plan had begun to decline. Many of the asylums had
deteriorated into human warehouses, strengthening arguments against the monolithic structures advocated by
Kirkbride. At the same time, the medical profession began embracing a more neurological approach to
mental disease that considered architecture as largely irrelevant to its treatment.

 

Generously illustrated, The Architecture of Madness is a fresh and original look at the American medical
establishment’s century-long preoccupation with therapeutic architecture as a way to cure social ills.

 

Carla Yanni is associate professor of art history at Rutgers University and the author of Nature’s Museums:
Victorian Science and the Architecture of Display.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gabriel Reyes:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Architecture of Madness: Insane
Asylums in the United States (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) publication written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read
the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Architecture of Madness: Insane Asylums in the
United States (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) as good book not just by the cover but also
through the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you
still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

James Brown:

Beside this specific The Architecture of Madness: Insane Asylums in the United States (Architecture,
Landscape and Amer Culture) in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being
worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Architecture
of Madness: Insane Asylums in the United States (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) because this
book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's
all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book along
with read it from currently!

Bernice Capps:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Architecture of Madness: Insane
Asylums in the United States (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) or others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science
book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase
their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes The Architecture of Madness:
Insane Asylums in the United States (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture) to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.



Carmela Martin:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen require book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have many
advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book The
Architecture of Madness: Insane Asylums in the United States (Architecture, Landscape and Amer Culture)
we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must
choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your
life at this book The Architecture of Madness: Insane Asylums in the United States (Architecture, Landscape
and Amer Culture). You can more pleasing than now.
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