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At the height of the Enlightenment, four conservatories in Naples stood at the
center of European composition. Maestros taught their students to compose with
unprecedented swiftness and elegance using the partimento, an instructional tool
derived from the basso continuo that encouraged improvisation as the path to
musical fluency. Although the practice vanished in the early nineteenth century,
its legacy lived on in the music of the next generation. In The Art of Partimento,
performer and music-historian Giorgio Sanguinetti chronicles the history of this
long-forgotten Neapolitan art. Sanguinetti has painstakingly reconstructed the
oral tradition that accompanied these partimento manuscripts, now scattered
throughout Europe. Beginning with the origins of the partimento in the circles of
Corelli, Pasquini, and Alessandro Scarlatti in Rome and tracing it through the
peak of the tradition in Naples, The Art of Partimento gives a glimpse into the
daily life and work of an eighteenth century composer.

The Art of the Partimento is also a complete practical handbook to reviving the
tradition today. Step by step, Sanguinetti guides the aspiring composer through
elementary realization to more advanced exercises in diminution, imitation, and
motivic coherence. Based on the teachings of the original masters, Sanguinetti
challenges the reader to become a part of history, providing a variety of original
partimenti in a range of genres, forms, styles, and difficulty levels along the way
and allowing the student to learn the art of the partimento for themselves at their
own pace.

As both history and practical guide, The Art of Partimento presents a new and
innovative way of thinking about music theory. Sanguinetti's unique approach
unites musicology and music theory with performance, which allows for a richer
and deeper understanding than any one method alone, and offers students and
scholars of composition and music theory the opportunity not only to understand
the life of this fascinating tradition, but to participate in it as well.
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At the height of the Enlightenment, four conservatories in Naples stood at the center of European
composition. Maestros taught their students to compose with unprecedented swiftness and elegance using the
partimento, an instructional tool derived from the basso continuo that encouraged improvisation as the path
to musical fluency. Although the practice vanished in the early nineteenth century, its legacy lived on in the
music of the next generation. In The Art of Partimento, performer and music-historian Giorgio Sanguinetti
chronicles the history of this long-forgotten Neapolitan art. Sanguinetti has painstakingly reconstructed the
oral tradition that accompanied these partimento manuscripts, now scattered throughout Europe. Beginning
with the origins of the partimento in the circles of Corelli, Pasquini, and Alessandro Scarlatti in Rome and
tracing it through the peak of the tradition in Naples, The Art of Partimento gives a glimpse into the daily life
and work of an eighteenth century composer.

The Art of the Partimento is also a complete practical handbook to reviving the tradition today. Step by step,
Sanguinetti guides the aspiring composer through elementary realization to more advanced exercises in
diminution, imitation, and motivic coherence. Based on the teachings of the original masters, Sanguinetti
challenges the reader to become a part of history, providing a variety of original partimenti in a range of
genres, forms, styles, and difficulty levels along the way and allowing the student to learn the art of the
partimento for themselves at their own pace.

As both history and practical guide, The Art of Partimento presents a new and innovative way of thinking
about music theory. Sanguinetti's unique approach unites musicology and music theory with performance,
which allows for a richer and deeper understanding than any one method alone, and offers students and
scholars of composition and music theory the opportunity not only to understand the life of this fascinating
tradition, but to participate in it as well.
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Editorial Review

Review

"I suspect AoP will generate much speculation and discussion regarding its theoretical, pedagogical,
historical, and philosophical-aesthetic merits and implications. For this, and for its powerful practical
application and Sanguinetti's unique and passionate approach to the subject-matter, it will become a
watershed in the community of music theory and in studies
of eighteenth-century music more generally in the years to come." --Music Theory Online

"[A] revelatory book...Recommended." --Choice

"[A] fascinating book...Sanguinetti's writing style is clear and eminently readable, and he
guides the reader with skill and patience through the intricacies of an important but almost forgotten system
used to great advantage by students, teachers, and some of the great composers of the Baroque and early
Romantic eras." --Early Music America

"Equally functional as an encyclopedic reference tool and a textbook on partimenti -- [it] appeals to a wide
range of readers, including music educators, music theorists, musicologists, ethnomusicologists, and other
interdisciplinary scholars." --Journal of Historical Research in Music Education

"In sum: The Art of Partimento is a groundbreaking study that vividly illuminates musical learning in and
beyond eighteenth-century Italy. On top of this, it transforms a historical tradition into a current practice -
something that twenty-first century musicians can learn to do. As such, the rediscovered art of partimento
stands to serve as a nexus between historical and current theories about, instruction in, and making of
music."--Music Theory Spectrum

About the Author

Giorgio Sanguinetti is Associate Professor of Music Theory at the University of Rome - Tor Vergata.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Michael Taylor:

The event that you get from The Art of Partimento: History, Theory, and Practice could be the more deep
you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to know but The Art of Partimento: History, Theory, and Practice giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply
by anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that The Art of Partimento: History,
Theory, and Practice instantly.

Frank Wimmer:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Art of Partimento:
History, Theory, and Practice, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand
it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Jesse Harrison:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This book The Art of Partimento: History, Theory, and Practice was filled about
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.

John Dumas:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the The Art of Partimento: History, Theory, and Practice when you needed it?
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