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One of the most important philosophy titles published in the twentieth century,
Joseph Pieper's Leisure, the Basis of Culture is more significant, even more
crucia than it was when it first appeared fifty years ago.

Pieper shows that Greeks understood and valued leisure, as did the medieval
Europeans. He points out that religion can be born only in leisure-a leisure that
allowstime for the contemplation of the nature of God. Leisure has been, and
always will be, the first foundation of any culture. He maintains that our
bourgeois world of total labor has vanquished leisure, and issues a startling
warning: Unless we regain the art of silence and insight, the ability for
nonactivity, unless we substitute true leisure for our hectic amusements, we will
destroy our culture-and ourselves. These astonishing essays contradict all our
pragmatic and puritanical conceptions about labor and leisure; Joseph Pieper
demolishes the twentieth-century cult of "work" as he predicts its destructive
conseguences.
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One of the most important philosophy titles published in the twentieth century, Joseph Pieper's Leisure, the
Basis of Cultureis more significant, even more crucia than it was when it first appeared fifty years ago.

Pieper shows that Greeks understood and valued leisure, as did the medieval Europeans. He points out that
religion can be born only in leisure-aleisure that allows time for the contemplation of the nature of God.
Leisure has been, and always will be, the first foundation of any culture. He maintains that our bourgeois
world of total labor has vanquished leisure, and issues a startling warning: Unless we regain the art of silence
and insight, the ability for nonactivity, unless we substitute true leisure for our hectic amusements, we will
destroy our culture-and ourselves. These astonishing essays contradict all our pragmatic and puritanical
conceptions about labor and leisure; Joseph Pieper demolishes the twentieth-century cult of "work™ as he
predicts its destructive consequences.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (trandation)
Original Language: German

Review

"Pieper's message for usis plain.... The idolatry of the machine, the worship of mindless know-how, the
infantile cult of youth and the common mind-all this points to our peculiar leadership in the drift toward the
dave society.... Pieper's profound insights are impressive and even formidable.” -- New York Times Book
Review

"These two short essays by a contemporary German philosopher go along way towards alucid explanation
of the present crisisin civilisation.... Thefirst essay... should be read by anyone-and young peoplein
particular-anxious to come to some conclusions about the nature of society." -- The Spectator, London

"[Pieper] has subjectsinvolved in everyone's life; he has theses that are so counter to prevailing trends asto
be sensational; and he has a style that is memorably clear and direct." -- Chicago Tribune

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Eva Burton:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the erawhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each factsthey get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Leisure, The Basis Of Culture
book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Agnes Figuer oa:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity thisislook different
you can read any book. It isreally fun for you personaly. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent the whole day to reading a book. The book Leisure, The Basis Of Cultureit is quite good to read.
There are alot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the
event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQore
easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high
quality.



Donna Moore:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information smpler
to share. You can find alot of referencesto get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou
can view that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended
for your requirementsis Leisure, The Basis Of Culture this e-book consist alot of theinformation in the
condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
dialect stylesthat writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration
when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Bessie Kr aft:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication Leisure, The Basis Of Culture wasfilled in relation to science. Spend your
time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several fed when they
reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern eralike at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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