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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Roy Eberhardt is the new kid--again. This time around it's Trace Middle School in humid Coconut Grove,
Florida. But it's still the same old routine: table by himself at lunch, no real friends, and thick-headed bullies
like Dana Matherson pushing him around. But if it wasn't for Dana Matherson mashing his face against the
school bus window that one day, he might never have seen the tow-headed running boy. And if he had never
seen the running boy, he might never have met tall, tough, bully-beating Beatrice. And if he had never met
Beatrice, he might never have discovered the burrowing owls living in the lot on the corner of East Oriole
Avenue. And if he had never discovered the owls, he probably would have missed out on the adventure of a
lifetime. Apparently, bullies do serve a greater purpose in the scope of the universe. Because if it wasn't for
Dana Matherson...

In hisfirst novel for ayounger audience, Carl Hiaasen (Basket Case, etc.) plunges readers right into the
middle of an ecological mystery, made up of endangered miniature owls, the Mother Paula's All-American
Pancake House scheduled to be built over their burrows, and the owls' unlikely allies--three middle school
kids determined to beat the screwed-up adult system. Hiaasen's tongue is firmly in cheek as he successfully
cuts his dlapstick sense of humor down to kid-size. Sure to be a hoot, er, hit with middle school mystery fans.
(Ages 10 to 15) --Jennifer Hubert

From Publishers Weekly

With a Florida setting and proenvironment, antidevelopment message, Hiaasen (Sick Puppy) returnsto
familiar turf for hisfirst novel for young readers. Characteristically quirky characters and comic twists will
surely gain the author new fans, though their attention may wander during his narrative's intermittently
protracted focus on several adults, among them a policeman and the manager of a construction site for anew
franchise of a pancake restaurant chain. Both men are on a quest to discover who is sabotaging the site at
night, including such pranks as uprooting survey stakes, spray-painting the police cruiser's windows while
the officer deeps within and filling the portable potties with aligators. The story's most intriguing character
is the boy behind the mischief, a runaway on a mission to protect the miniature owls that live in burrows
underneath the site. Roy, who has recently moved to Florida from Montana, befriends the homeless boy
(nicknamed Mullet Fingers) and takes up his cause, as does the runaway's stepsister. Though readers will
have few doubts about the success of the kids' campaign, several suspenseful scenes build to the denouement
involving the sitcom-like unraveling of a muckity-muck at the pancake house. These, along with dollops of
humor, help make the novel quite a hoot indeed. Ages 10-up.

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Grade 6-9-Packed with quirky characters and improbabl e plot twists, Hiaasen's first novel for young readers
is entertaining but ultimately not very memorable. Fans of the author's adult novels will find trademark
elements-including environmental destruction, corrupt politicians, humorous situations, and a Florida
setting-all viewed through the eyes of amiddle-school student. Roy Eberhardt has just moved with his family
to Coconut Cove. He immediately becomes the target of a particularly dense bully who triesto strangle him
on the school bus. Roy seems more concerned, however, with discovering the identity of a running, barefoot
boy he spots through the window of the bus. Meanwhile, plans to build a pancake house on avacant lot are
derailed when someone vandalizes the construction site. The two story lines come together when Roy
discovers that the runaway boy is disrupting the construction to save a group of burrowing owls. Roy must
help his new friend, nicknamed Mullet Fingers, aswell as fend off the bully and adapt to lifein Florida. The



story issilly at times but rarely laugh-out-loud funny, and there are several highly unlikely scenes. Also, it
wraps up alittle too neatly-Roy's classmates join him to protest the construction project, his father finds the
missing environmental impact report, and the owls are saved. While Roy is a sympathetic protagonist, few of
the other characters are well developed. Students looking for humorous, offbeat characters and situations will
probably prefer Louis Sachar's Holes (Farrar, 1998) or books by Daniel Pinkwater.

Miranda Doyle, San Francisco Public Library

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Danny Exum:

The experience that you get from Hoot could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide into
the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of
but Hoot giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that
can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This specific book aso makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Thereforeit is easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
kind of Hoot instantly.

Bryan Donovan:

Hoot can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because
this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonethel ess delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every
word into delight arrangement in writing Hoot but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Matthew Simons;

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance likes.
Maybe you answer is usualy Hoot why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our
reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Erica Northern:

Y ou can get this Hoot by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
issueif you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or
printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking



from your mabile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get

more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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