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The need to train Christian missionaries was an afterthought of the Protestant
missionary movement in the early nineteenth century. The Basel Missionary
Training Institute (BMTI) was the first school designed solely for the purpose of
preparing European missionaries for ministry in non-European lands. Pitfalls of
Trained Incapacity explores the various sociological and historical factors that
influenced the BMTI "community of practice" and how the outcomes affected the
work of the Basel Mission in Ghana in its initial phase. It shows that the integral
training of the BMTI resulted in missionary practices that lacked flexibility to
adjust attitudes and behavior to the vastly different circumstances in Africa,
impeded the realization of mission objectives, and hindered the emergence of an
African appropriation of Christianity. By exploring educational and sociological
perspectives in a precolonial context, this study reaches beyond its historical
significance to raise questions of unintended effects of integral ministry training
in other times and places. The natural cultural bias of groups with shared
theological assumptions and social ideals - like the Basel Mission - suggests a
strong propensity for trained incapacity, that is, for training processes that
establish inflexible mental frameworks that are potentially detrimental to
intercultural engagement.
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The need to train Christian missionaries was an afterthought of the Protestant missionary movement in the
early nineteenth century. The Basel Missionary Training Institute (BMTI) was the first school designed
solely for the purpose of preparing European missionaries for ministry in non-European lands. Pitfalls of
Trained Incapacity explores the various sociological and historical factors that influenced the BMTI
"community of practice" and how the outcomes affected the work of the Basel Mission in Ghana in its initial
phase. It shows that the integral training of the BMTI resulted in missionary practices that lacked flexibility
to adjust attitudes and behavior to the vastly different circumstances in Africa, impeded the realization of
mission objectives, and hindered the emergence of an African appropriation of Christianity. By exploring
educational and sociological perspectives in a precolonial context, this study reaches beyond its historical
significance to raise questions of unintended effects of integral ministry training in other times and places.
The natural cultural bias of groups with shared theological assumptions and social ideals - like the Basel
Mission - suggests a strong propensity for trained incapacity, that is, for training processes that establish
inflexible mental frameworks that are potentially detrimental to intercultural engagement.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Twenty-first-century people are as prone to ethnocentric reaction to other cultures as were explorers,
traders, and missionaries two centuries ago. Pitfalls of Trained Incapacity graphically shows that what is
learned in one culture as 'state of the art' theory and practice can create enormous barriers to effective
engagement with people of another culture. This carefully researched and well-written case study of the
group of German missionaries trained at the Basel Missionary Training Institute and sent by the Basel
Mission to establish their work in Ghana throws fresh light on the challenges of crossing cultural
boundaries." -Wilbert R. Shenk, Senior Professor of Mission History, Fuller Graduate School of Intercultural
Studies, Pasadena, California

About the Author
Birgit Herppich (PhD, Fuller Theological Seminary) is Adjunct Assistant Professor of Intercultural Studies at
Fuller Theological Seminary. She is a native of Germany and served with WEC International as a missionary
in Ghana for eight years. She now coordinates the Membership Departments of WEC International.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lewis Lin:

The book Pitfalls of Trained Incapacity: The Unintended Effects of Integral Missionary Training in the Basel
Mission on Its Early Work in Ghana (1828-1840) (American Society of Missiology Monograph) gives you
the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase.
Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If
you can make looking at a book Pitfalls of Trained Incapacity: The Unintended Effects of Integral
Missionary Training in the Basel Mission on Its Early Work in Ghana (1828-1840) (American Society of
Missiology Monograph) to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and
read a guide Pitfalls of Trained Incapacity: The Unintended Effects of Integral Missionary Training in the
Basel Mission on Its Early Work in Ghana (1828-1840) (American Society of Missiology Monograph).
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

Stuart Ross:

Here thing why this kind of Pitfalls of Trained Incapacity: The Unintended Effects of Integral Missionary
Training in the Basel Mission on Its Early Work in Ghana (1828-1840) (American Society of Missiology
Monograph) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really
depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Pitfalls of Trained
Incapacity: The Unintended Effects of Integral Missionary Training in the Basel Mission on Its Early Work
in Ghana (1828-1840) (American Society of Missiology Monograph) giving you information deeper



including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with Pitfalls
of Trained Incapacity: The Unintended Effects of Integral Missionary Training in the Basel Mission on Its
Early Work in Ghana (1828-1840) (American Society of Missiology Monograph). It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Pitfalls of
Trained Incapacity: The Unintended Effects of Integral Missionary Training in the Basel Mission on Its
Early Work in Ghana (1828-1840) (American Society of Missiology Monograph) in e-book can be your
option.

Cherly Plaster:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Pitfalls of Trained Incapacity: The
Unintended Effects of Integral Missionary Training in the Basel Mission on Its Early Work in Ghana (1828-
1840) (American Society of Missiology Monograph) reserve written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation
Pitfalls of Trained Incapacity: The Unintended Effects of Integral Missionary Training in the Basel Mission
on Its Early Work in Ghana (1828-1840) (American Society of Missiology Monograph) as good book not
just by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its include,
so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Bonnie Wilson:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in the
top record in your reading list is Pitfalls of Trained Incapacity: The Unintended Effects of Integral
Missionary Training in the Basel Mission on Its Early Work in Ghana (1828-1840) (American Society of
Missiology Monograph). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning
out to be precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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