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In Robert Ward's The Crucible: Creating an American Musical Nationalism,
Robert Paul Kolt explores the life of the American composer Robert Ward
through an examination of his most popular and enduring work, The Crucible.
Focusing on the musical-linguistic relationships within the opera, Kolt
demonstrates Ward's unique synthesis of text and music, one that lends itself to
the perception of American musical nationalism.This book contains the most
thorough and in-depth biography of Ward yet in print. Based on interviews with
the composer, Kolt presents new information about Ward's life and career,
focusing on his opera and examining the formation and construction of The
Crucible's libretto and score, in turn offering new insights into the process of
composing an opera. Kolt observes how the libretto's linguistic aspects helped
Ward formulate the opera's melodic and rhythmic musical material. A detailed
and unique analysis of the opera, particularly the musical and linguistic
techniques Ward employed, demonstrates how these techniques lend themselves
to the opera's reception as a work of American musical nationalism. The book
also provides yet unpublished information on Arthur Miller's play, examining
how it came to be written and soon after became the basis for Ward's work.
Several appendixes provide a fuller picture, including a deleted scene from
Miller's play and Ward's version of the scene, a chronological overview of the
Salem Witchcraft Trials, and illustrations and photo reproductions from Ward's
manuscript.
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Editorial Review

Review
Robert Kolt has faithfully revealed the complicated process of distilling a satisfactory libretto and musical
score from a powerful drama in this account and analysis of Bernard Stambler's and my collaboration with
Arthur Miller in our opera based on The Crucible. (Robert Ward)

About the Author
Robert Paul Kolt is Associate Professor and Head of Musicology at Indiana University South Bend.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Holmes:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Robert Ward's
The Crucible: Creating an American Musical Nationalism suitable to you? The actual book was written by
well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Robert Ward's The Crucible: Creating an American
Musical Nationalismis the one of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world with this book.

Hazel Makowski:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Robert
Ward's The Crucible: Creating an American Musical Nationalism, you are able to tells your family, friends
as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
reserve.

Eddie Grabowski:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read



education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
as well as soon. The Robert Ward's The Crucible: Creating an American Musical Nationalism will give you
new experience in looking at a book.

Chuck Bryson:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Robert Ward's The Crucible: Creating
an American Musical Nationalism or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how
the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science book, any other book likes Robert Ward's The Crucible: Creating an American Musical Nationalism
to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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