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Aleister Crowley (1875-1947) is one of the most famous and significant authors
in the history of western esotericism. Crowley has been long ignored by scholars
of religion whilst the stories of magical and sexual practice which circulate about
him continue to attract popular interest. "Aleister Crowley and the Temptation of
Politics" looks at the man behind the myth - by setting him firmly within the
politics of his time - and the development of his ideas through his extensive and
extraordinarily varied writings. Crowley was a rationalist, sympathetic to the
values of the Enlightenment, but also a romantic and a reactionary. His search for
an alternative way to express his religious feelings led him to elaborate his own
vision of social and political change. Crowley's complex politics led to his
involvement with many key individuals, organisations and groups of his day - the
secret service of various countries, the German Nazi party, Russian political
activists, journalists and politicians of various persuasions, as well as other
writers - both in Europe and America. "Aleister Crowley and the Temptation of
Politics" presents a life of ideas, an examination of a man shaped by and shaping
the politics of his times.
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Editorial Review

Review

"As Pasi shows, the occultist, magician and writer was a gadfly, an ironist, an ambitious radical and always a
controversialist in his flirtation with the main currents of 20th-century thought… Pasi’s book proves an
admirable introduction to the complex magical and political connections of this most elusive of figures." -
Times Higher Education

"A pioneering study of Crowley’s relationship to politics. Marco Pasi’s brilliant analysis of events, facts and
ideas refutes many of the preconceived notions of the relationship between occultism and politics. This is a
groundbreaking book not only for the study of Crowley, but also for 20th century occultism." - Henrik
Bogdan, author of Western Esotericism and Rituals of Initiation, and co-editor of Aleister Crowley and
Western Esotericism

"In this sweeping survey, Marco Pasi deftly reconstructs the political tapestries of Britain, Germany, Italy,
France, the United States and Soviet Union, providing valuable context for the settings which influenced
Crowely’s political thought, and against which that thought played out. Putting tired and inaccurate tropes
about its subject to bed while opening doors to fresh areas of inquiry, this book should be on the shelf of
anyone with an interest in Crowley or in the intersection of political and esoteric thought in the Twentieth
Century." - Richard Kaczynski, author of Forgotten Templars: The Untold Origins of Ordo Templi Orientis
and Perdurabo: The Life of Aleister Crowley

"This must be the most anticipated of all esotericism-related publications that have appeared in 2013." -
Heterodoxology blog

About the Author

Marco Pasi is Assistant Professor of History of Hermetic Philosophy at the University of Amsterdam, The
Netherlands

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marla Mestas:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Aleister Crowley and the Temptation of Politics book is readable through
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Aleister
Crowley and the Temptation of Politics content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Aleister Crowley and the Temptation of Politics is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?



Daniel Padilla:

The book untitled Aleister Crowley and the Temptation of Politics contain a lot of information on the idea.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author
provides you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on
your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Karen Schanz:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for your requirements is Aleister Crowley and the Temptation of Politics this guide consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Christopher Pipkin:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year had been exactly added. This publication Aleister Crowley and the Temptation of Politics was
filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of
a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you
wanted.
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