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In this challenging and lively book, Ramsay Burt examines the representation of
masculinity in twentieth century dance. Taking issue with formalist and
modernist accounts of dance, which dismiss gender and sexuality as irrelevant,
he argues that prejudices against male dancers are rooted in our ideas about the
male body and male behaviour.

Building upon ideas about the gendered gaze developed by film and feminist
theorists, Ramsay Burt provides a provocative theory of spectorship in dance. He
uses this to examine the work of choreographers like Nijinsky, Graham, Bausch,
while relating their dances to the social, political and artistic contexts in which
they were produced. Within these re-readings, he identifies a distinction between
institutionalised modernist dance which evokes an essentialist, heroic,
`hypermasculinity'; one which is valorised with reference to nature,
heterosexuality and religion, and radical, avant garde choreography which
challenges and disrupts dominant ways of representing masculinity.

The Male Dancer will be essential reading for anyone interested in dance and the
cultural construction of gender.
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In this challenging and lively book, Ramsay Burt examines the representation of masculinity in twentieth
century dance. Taking issue with formalist and modernist accounts of dance, which dismiss gender and
sexuality as irrelevant, he argues that prejudices against male dancers are rooted in our ideas about the male
body and male behaviour.

Building upon ideas about the gendered gaze developed by film and feminist theorists, Ramsay Burt
provides a provocative theory of spectorship in dance. He uses this to examine the work of choreographers
like Nijinsky, Graham, Bausch, while relating their dances to the social, political and artistic contexts in
which they were produced. Within these re-readings, he identifies a distinction between institutionalised
modernist dance which evokes an essentialist, heroic, `hypermasculinity'; one which is valorised with
reference to nature, heterosexuality and religion, and radical, avant garde choreography which challenges
and disrupts dominant ways of representing masculinity.

The Male Dancer will be essential reading for anyone interested in dance and the cultural construction of
gender.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Ramsay's interpretations of dance are often surprising and unconventional, yet they are very convincing. He
is truly rewriting dance history as we know it."
-Sally Banes, University of Wisconsin

About the Author
Ramsay Burt has taught art and design history and film studies to art students, as well as painting and
exhibiting his won work. He has also taught dance history and theory and has recently completed a doctoral
thesis on repsentation of masculinity in British new dance.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nathan Ware:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Male Dancer: Bodies, Spectacle
and Sexuality. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Lenora Hungate:

This book untitled The Male Dancer: Bodies, Spectacle and Sexuality to be one of several books in which
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Kenneth Grimes:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Male Dancer: Bodies, Spectacle and
Sexuality was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Male Dancer:
Bodies, Spectacle and Sexuality has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore
, not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to
choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.



Kathryn Bowen:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Male Dancer: Bodies, Spectacle and Sexuality
to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you just
like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and
examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it.
Beside that the book The Male Dancer: Bodies, Spectacle and Sexuality can to be your friend when you're
feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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