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This book considers an important and largely neglected area of Islamic law by
exploring how medieval Muslim jurists resolved criminal cases that could not be
proven beyond a doubt. Intisar A. Rabb calls into question a controversial
popular notion about Islamic law today, which is that Islamic law is a divine
legal tradition that has little room for discretion or doubt, particularly in Islamic
criminal law. Despite its contemporary popularity, that notion turns out to have
been far outside the mainstream of Islamic law for most of its history. Instead of
rejecting doubt, medieval Muslim scholars largely embraced it. In fact, they used
doubt to enlarge their own power and to construct Islamic criminal law itself.
Through a close examination of legal, historical, and theological sources, and a
range of illustrative case studies, this book shows that Muslim jurists developed a
highly sophisticated and regulated system for dealing with Islam's unique
concept of doubt, which evolved from the seventh to the sixteenth century.
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Editorial Review

Review
"In her extremely detailed book, Intisar Rabb traces the formation of the legal maxim of doubt in Islamic
criminal law from the seventh until the eleventh century (CE) within both the Sunni and Shi'i legal traditions
... Rabb's book offers an important contribution to the study of Islamic law. She has shown how the Muslim
legal elite, even the eponymous Sunni jurists and their immediate successors, were individual human agents
with a pragmatic bent, and as such their juridical thinking was shaped by complex and diverse goals such
that they never arrived at a uniform definition of doubt. Neither did they limit themselves to a specific canon
of "texts" in order to develop an increasingly sophisticated jurisprudence of doubt by the eleventh century."
Nurfadzilah Yahaya, Society for Contemporary Thought and the Islamicate World Review

About the Author
Intisar A. Rabb is Professor of Law at Harvard Law School and the director of its Islamic Legal Studies
Program. She also holds an appointment as a Professor of History and as Susan S. and Kenneth L. Wallach
Professor at the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study at Harvard University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Sweet:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Doubt in
Islamic Law: A History of Legal Maxims, Interpretation, and Islamic Criminal Law (Cambridge Studies in
Islamic Civilization)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Douglas Whatley:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Doubt in Islamic Law: A History of Legal
Maxims, Interpretation, and Islamic Criminal Law (Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization) reserve
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Doubt in Islamic Law: A History of Legal Maxims,
Interpretation, and Islamic Criminal Law (Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization) as good book not only
by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.



Patricia Kirby:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Doubt in Islamic Law: A History of
Legal Maxims, Interpretation, and Islamic Criminal Law (Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization) which
is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Jerry Hull:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and Doubt in Islamic Law: A History of Legal Maxims,
Interpretation, and Islamic Criminal Law (Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization) or even others sources
were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and
more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping
them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Doubt in
Islamic Law: A History of Legal Maxims, Interpretation, and Islamic Criminal Law (Cambridge Studies in
Islamic Civilization) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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