
An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge

By Mr Ambrose Bierce

An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge By Mr Ambrose Bierce

"An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge" is a short story by American author
Ambrose Bierce (1842-1913). Originally published by the The San Francisco
Examiner in 1890, it was first collected in Bierce's 1891 book Tales of Soldiers
and Civilians. The story, which is set during the Civil War, is famous for its
irregular time sequence and twist ending. It is Bierce's most anthologized story.
Set during the American Civil War, "An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge" is the
story of Peyton Farquhar, a Confederate sympathizer condemned to death by
hanging from Owl Creek Bridge. At the beginning of the story, the protagonist
stands bound at the bridge's edge. It is later revealed that after a disguised Union
scout enlisted him to attempt to demolish the bridge, he was caught in the act. In
the first part of the story, a gentleman planter in his mid thirties is standing on a
railroad bridge in Alabama. Six military men and a company of infantry men are
present. The man is to be hanged from the bridge. As he is waiting, he thinks of
his wife and children. Then he is distracted by a tremendous noise. He can not
identify this noise, other than that it sounds like the clanging of a blacksmith's
hammer on the anvil. He cannot tell if it was far away or nearby. He finds
himself apprehensively awaiting each strike, which seem to grow further and
further apart. It is revealed that this noise is the ticking of his watch. Then, an
escape plan flashes through his mind: "throw off the noose and spring into the
stream. By diving I could evade the bullets and, swimming vigorously, take to
the woods and get away home." His thoughts stray back to his wife and children.
The soldiers drop him down. The story flashes back in time: Peyton Farquhar
lives in the South and is a Confederate supporter. He goes out of his way to
perform services to support the Confederate cause. One day, a gray-clad soldier
appears at his house and tells Farquhar that Union soldiers in the area have been
repairing the railroads, including the one over Owl Creek Bridge. Interested,
Farquhar asks if it is possible to sabotage the bridge, to which the soldier replies
that he could burn it down. When the soldier leaves, it is revealed that he is a
Union scout who has lured Farquhar into a trap, as anyone caught interfering
with the railroads would face execution. When he is hanged, the rope breaks.
Farquhar falls into the water. While underwater, he seems to take little interest in
the fact that his hands, which now have a life of their own, are freeing themselves
and untying the rope from around his neck. Once he finally reaches the surface,
he realizes his senses are superhuman. He can see the individual blades of grass
and the colors of bugs on the leaves of trees, despite the fact that he is whirling
around in a river. Realizing that the men are shooting at him, he escapes and
makes it to dry land. He travels through an uninhabited and seemingly unending
forest, attempting to reach his home 30 miles away. During his journey through
the day and night, he is fatigued, footsore, and famished, urged on by the thought
of his wife and children. He begins experiencing strange physiological events,
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hearing unusual noises from the wood, and believes he has fallen asleep while
walking. He wakes to see his perfectly preserved home, with his beautiful and
youthful wife outside. As he runs forward to reach her, he suddenly feels a
searing pain in his neck; a white light flashes, and everything goes black. It is
revealed that Farquhar never escaped at all; he imagined the entire third part of
the story during the time between falling through the bridge and the noose finally
breaking his neck.
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"An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge" is a short story by American author Ambrose Bierce (1842-1913).
Originally published by the The San Francisco Examiner in 1890, it was first collected in Bierce's 1891 book
Tales of Soldiers and Civilians. The story, which is set during the Civil War, is famous for its irregular time
sequence and twist ending. It is Bierce's most anthologized story. Set during the American Civil War, "An
Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge" is the story of Peyton Farquhar, a Confederate sympathizer condemned to
death by hanging from Owl Creek Bridge. At the beginning of the story, the protagonist stands bound at the
bridge's edge. It is later revealed that after a disguised Union scout enlisted him to attempt to demolish the
bridge, he was caught in the act. In the first part of the story, a gentleman planter in his mid thirties is
standing on a railroad bridge in Alabama. Six military men and a company of infantry men are present. The
man is to be hanged from the bridge. As he is waiting, he thinks of his wife and children. Then he is
distracted by a tremendous noise. He can not identify this noise, other than that it sounds like the clanging of
a blacksmith's hammer on the anvil. He cannot tell if it was far away or nearby. He finds himself
apprehensively awaiting each strike, which seem to grow further and further apart. It is revealed that this
noise is the ticking of his watch. Then, an escape plan flashes through his mind: "throw off the noose and
spring into the stream. By diving I could evade the bullets and, swimming vigorously, take to the woods and
get away home." His thoughts stray back to his wife and children. The soldiers drop him down. The story
flashes back in time: Peyton Farquhar lives in the South and is a Confederate supporter. He goes out of his
way to perform services to support the Confederate cause. One day, a gray-clad soldier appears at his house
and tells Farquhar that Union soldiers in the area have been repairing the railroads, including the one over
Owl Creek Bridge. Interested, Farquhar asks if it is possible to sabotage the bridge, to which the soldier
replies that he could burn it down. When the soldier leaves, it is revealed that he is a Union scout who has
lured Farquhar into a trap, as anyone caught interfering with the railroads would face execution. When he is
hanged, the rope breaks. Farquhar falls into the water. While underwater, he seems to take little interest in
the fact that his hands, which now have a life of their own, are freeing themselves and untying the rope from
around his neck. Once he finally reaches the surface, he realizes his senses are superhuman. He can see the
individual blades of grass and the colors of bugs on the leaves of trees, despite the fact that he is whirling
around in a river. Realizing that the men are shooting at him, he escapes and makes it to dry land. He travels
through an uninhabited and seemingly unending forest, attempting to reach his home 30 miles away. During
his journey through the day and night, he is fatigued, footsore, and famished, urged on by the thought of his
wife and children. He begins experiencing strange physiological events, hearing unusual noises from the
wood, and believes he has fallen asleep while walking. He wakes to see his perfectly preserved home, with
his beautiful and youthful wife outside. As he runs forward to reach her, he suddenly feels a searing pain in
his neck; a white light flashes, and everything goes black. It is revealed that Farquhar never escaped at all; he
imagined the entire third part of the story during the time between falling through the bridge and the noose
finally breaking his neck.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Ambrose Gwinnett Bierce (June 24, 1842 – circa 1914) was an American editorialist, journalist, short story
writer, fabulist, and satirist. He wrote the short story "An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge" and compiled a
satirical lexicon, The Devil's Dictionary. His vehemence as a critic, his motto "Nothing matters", and the
sardonic view of human nature that informed his work, all earned him the nickname "Bitter Bierce". Despite
his reputation as a searing critic, Bierce was known to encourage younger writers, including poet George
Sterling and fiction writer W. C. Morrow. Bierce employed a distinctive style of writing, especially in his
stories. His style often embraces an abrupt beginning, dark imagery, vague references to time, limited
descriptions, impossible events and the theme of war. In 1913, Bierce traveled to Mexico to gain first-hand
experience of the Mexican Revolution. While traveling with rebel troops, he disappeared without a trace.
Early life Bierce was born in a log cabin at Horse Cave Creek in Meigs County, Ohio on June 24, 1842, to
Marcus Aurelius Bierce (1799–1876) and Laura Sherwood Bierce. His mother was a descendant of William
Bradford. His parents were a poor but literary couple who instilled in him a deep love for books and writing.
The boy grew up in Kosciusko County, Indiana, attending high school at the county seat, Warsaw. He was
the tenth of thirteen children whose father gave all of them names beginning with the letter "A". In order of
birth, the Bierce siblings were Abigail, Amelia, Ann, Addison, Aurelius, Augustus, Almeda, Andrew, Albert,
Ambrose, Arthur, Adelia, and Aurelia. He left home at age fifteen to become a "printer's devil" at a small
Ohio newspaper.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eula Hunter:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept An Occurrence
at Owl Creek Bridge suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book
untitled An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridgeis one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind
of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Lauren Barnett:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top listing in your reading list is actually An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge. This book and
that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and
review this book you can get many advantages.



Angel Jones:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book
An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To
become creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge. You can
more appealing than now.

Denita Lumley:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just in search of the An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge when you needed it?
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