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Have you ever wondered how your favorite authors got their start? How did they
make the leap from closet scribe to published author? In My First Novel: Tales of
Woe and Glory, twenty-five authors recount the variety of hurdles, both internal
and external that they had to overcome on their journey. Alan Watt, editor of My
First Novel and founder of L.A. Writers’ Lab’s 90-Day Novel Workshops, states,
“The goal of this book was to demystify the creative experience, to level the
playing field, to say to the writer who was struggling with his novel late at the
night in the garage of his parent’s house in Walla Walla, that you are no different
than any of these other writers, and to keep going, and yes, at times it really is
that difficult and scary, but that you are not alone, and you are up to the
challenge, and here are twenty-five separate road maps to the same destination.”
Cheryl Strayed (author of the international bestseller, Wild) recounts her
experience of writing her first novel, Torch. “I know this sounds crazy, but it’s
true: I thought that Torch would write itself. Or rather, that something magical
would happen that would make it be written, a force that would take me into its
grips and enable me to write a book without too much suffering.” Rick Moody
(award-winning author of The Ice Storm) writes, “For Garden State, it only
mattered what I believed was true…Music taught me a lot of whatever I know
about prose, about the way that prose should sound…after I finished Garden
State, it was rejected by every publisher in New York.” Aimee Bender, whose
first book was the celebrated short story collection, The Girl in the Flammable
Skirt, tells us, “The moral for me, is something like: work with what you have,
not what you might have, or what the market wants. If there’s a book that’s done,
that feels to you like a ready book, like a book tugging to leave the booknest,
then push for that book, or at least try.” My First Novel: Tales and Woe and
Glory, is not a book about how to write; it is a book about why we write, and
what makes us persist, and the reasons are as personal as they are universal.”
100% of the proceeds from My First Novel are being donated to PEN Center
USA’s Emerging Voices Fellowship.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sonya Wright:

The book My First Novel make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem
with the subject. If you can make examining a book My First Novel for being your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a guide My First Novel. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Paul Skeens:

Here thing why this kind of My First Novel are different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a
book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food
or not. My First Novel giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication
out there but there is no reserve that similar with My First Novel. It gives you thrill studying journey, its
open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train.
If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of My First Novel in e-book can
be your substitute.

Christina Mundell:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This My First Novel book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find
the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding My First Novel content conveys the thought
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it
just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking My First Novel is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Thomas Heiden:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This specific My First Novel can give you a lot of buddies because by



you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe
your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So ,
why hesitate? Let me have My First Novel.
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