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Diary of a Mad Old Man is the journal of Utsugi, a seventy-seven-year-old man
of refined tastes who is recovering from a stroke. He discovers that, while his
body is decaying, his libido still rages on -- unwittingly sparked by the gentle,
kindly attentions of his daughter-in-law Satsuko, a chic, flashy dancer with a
shady past. Pitiful and ridiculous as he is, Utsugi is without a trace of self-pity,
and his diary shines with self-effacing good humor. At once hilarious and of a
sadness, Diary of a Mad Old Man is a brilliant depiction of the relationship
between eros and the will to live -- a novel of the tragicomedy of human
existence.

Translated from the Japanese by Howard Hibbett
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Editorial Review

Review
"The diarist [is] an absolutely convincing creation ... funny and ultimately appealing." -- The Atlantic

"[A] lean, taut book ... excellently put into English."

-- Saturday Review

Language Notes
Text: English, Japanese (translation)

From the Inside Flap
Diary of a Mad Old Man is the journal of Utsugi, a seventy-seven-year-old man of refined tastes who is
recovering from a stroke. He discovers that, while his body is decaying, his libido still rages on --
unwittingly sparked by the gentle, kindly attentions of his daughter-in-law Satsuko, a chic, flashy dancer
with a shady past. Pitiful and ridiculous as he is, Utsugi is without a trace of self-pity, and his diary shines
with self-effacing good humor. At once hilarious and of a sadness, Diary of a Mad Old Man is a brilliant
depiction of the relationship between eros and the will to live -- a novel of the tragicomedy of human
existence.

Translated from the Japanese by Howard Hibbett

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katherine Holt:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Diary of a Mad Old Man. Try to face the book Diary of a Mad Old
Man as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jessica Hurst:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Diary of a Mad Old Man is kind
of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.



Dorothy Betancourt:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Diary of a Mad Old Man,
you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Delois Dionisio:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This publication Diary of a Mad Old Man was filled in relation to science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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