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The essays in Religious Upbringing and the Costs of Freedom are the personal
stories of philosophers who were brought up religiously and have broken free, in
one way or another, from restraint and oppression. As trained philosophers, they
are well equipped to reflect on and analyze their experiences. In this book, they
offer not only stories of stress and liberation but ruminations on the moral issues
that arise when parents and other caregivers, in seeking to do good by their
children, sometimes end up doing real harm to their personal development and
sense of autonomy as individuals.

In addition to the editors, the contributors are Raymond D. Bradley, Damien
Alexander DuPont, Diane Enns, Paul H. Hirst, Amalia Jiva, Irfan Khawaja,
Christine Overall, Tasia R. Persson, and Glen Pettigrove.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Philosophy is brought to life in these personal accounts of how philosophical analysis can change a person.
Here, professional philosophers provide insights into how their training affects the way in which they
interpret and change their own religious beliefs. Since the book is composed of personal stories about
religious indoctrination and its consequences, it will be attractive to individuals who are interested in
religion. In addition, anyone who has children would benefit from this look at how religious education can
affect a child—as well as the adult that child will become.”

—Julia J. Aaron, Clarion University

“Religious Upbringing and the Costs of Freedom is a creative compilation of essays that challenges the
boundaries of philosophy by, in effect, initiating a serious dialogue with religion from the standpoint of a
mostly secularist community through the medium of philosophical autobiography. These essays also
challenge the meaning of religious indoctrination and examine the complex relation of religious life to
cultural development.”

—Lewis Gordon, Laura H. Carnell Professor of Philosophy, Religion, and Judaic Studies at Temple
University

“[The essays in Religious Upbringing and the Costs of Freedom] explore the ethics of responsible parenting
and the demarcation of education from indoctrination, [and] are often insightful and worthy of careful
study.”

—F. A. Grabowski, Choice

“The stories [in Religious Upbringing and the Costs of Freedom] are full of interesting examples and vivid
details. Every story is one of quality and depth.”

—Christopher Silver, Nova Religio: The Journal of Alternative and Emergent Religions

About the Author

Peter Caws is University Professor of Philosophy and Professor of Human Sciences at George Washington
University.



Stefani Jones earned her master’s degree in philosophy and doctorate in human sciences at George
Washington University. She is now employed in the IT industry.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marilyn Apperson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is actually Religious Upbringing and the Costs of Freedom: Personal and Philosophical
Essays.

Willie Collins:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Religious Upbringing and the
Costs of Freedom: Personal and Philosophical Essays which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's observe.

Lisa Martin:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the
top list in your reading list is definitely Religious Upbringing and the Costs of Freedom: Personal and
Philosophical Essays. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Leroy Barker:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as
of book Religious Upbringing and the Costs of Freedom: Personal and Philosophical Essays. You can
include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and
make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from
one location to other place.
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