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This popular text effectively explains and justifies the use of the sociological
imagination to understand the nature of institutions of work, occupations,
organizations, management and employment, and how they are changing in
the twenty-first century.

With outstanding breadth of coverage, it provides an authoritative overview of
both traditional and emergent themes in the sociological study of work; explains
the basic logic of sociological analysis of work and work-related institutions and
provides an appreciation of different theoretical traditions. It considers:

- the direction and implications of trends in technological change, globalization,
labour markets, work organization, managerial practices and employment
relations

- the extent to which these trends are intimately related to changing patterns of
inequality in modern societies and to the changing experiences of individuals
and families

- the ways in which workers challenge, resist and make their own contributions
to the patterning of work and shaping of work institutions.

New featuresinclude an easy to read layout, key issues questions, mini case
studies, chapter summaries, and a fantastic Companion Website which is packed
full of useful resources (for students and teachers). All of these elements—and
much more — provide the reader with atext unrivalled in the field.
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This popular text effectively explains and justifies the use of the sociological imagination to understand the
nature of institutions of work, occupations, organizations, management and employment, and how they are
changing in the twenty-first century.

With outstanding breadth of coverage, it provides an authoritative overview of both traditional and emergent
themes in the sociological study of work; explains the basic logic of sociological analysis of work and work-
related institutions and provides an appreciation of different theoretical traditions. It considers:

- the direction and implications of trendsin technological change, globalization, labour markets, work
organization, managerial practices and employment relations

- the extent to which these trends are intimately related to changing patterns of inequality in modern societies
and to the changing experiences of individuals and families

- the ways in which workers challenge, resist and make their own contributions to the patterning of work and
shaping of work ingtitutions.

New featuresinclude an easy to read layout, key issues questions, mini case studies, chapter summaries, and
afantastic Companion Website which is packed full of useful resources (for students and teachers). All of
these elements — and much more — provide the reader with atext unrivalled in the field.
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Editorial Review
Review

" Asayoung researcher exploring shopfloor dynamicsin the early 1980s, the first edition of this book
was an invaluable sour ce of ideas. In theintervening years, Tony Watson has continued to improve his
analysis of the multi-facetted, changing and contradictory natur e of work and organizations. This
excellent updated edition providesa lucid theoretical overview and numer ous contempor ary examples.
Asan introductory text, thisbook is still very hard to beat." — David Collinson, Professor of Leadership
and Organisation, National Research Director for The Learning and Skills Improvement Service, Founding
Co-Editor of 'Leadership’, Lancaster University Management School, Lancaster, UK

" Tony Watson's book has been the best book around for students of the sociology of work and
industry. Thisfifth edition consolidatesits position. Not only has he updated much of the material that
has previously been covered, but with this new edition new areas and developments have been
included. The best has got better!" — Alan Bryman, Head of School, Professor of Organisational and
Social Research, University of Leicester, UK

"Who better to guide usthrough the complexities of work and organization in contemporary society
than Tony Watson? And to do so in waysthat examine, explain and put to use key theor etical concepts
and resources. Thislatest edition continuesto demonstrate the breadth, depth and insight that have
made this book so popular with both teachers and students." — Rick Delbridge, Professor, Chair in
Organizational Analysis and Senior Fellow of the ESRC/EPSRC Advanced Institute of Management
Research, Cardiff Business School, UK

"1 have used Sociology, Work and Industry as a coretext for Business and Management students over
thelast decade. It isarare book asit combines both theor etical insights and consider able academic
scholar ship with a lightness of touch which rendersit accessible for both Under graduate and
Postgraduate students." — Darren McCabe, Professor of Organisational Analysis, Keele Management
School, UK

"Tony Watson’s Sociology, Work and Industry isa long-standing classic in thefield. Thisnew edition
drawsthereader in, with the elegantly constructed, and now louder, authorial voice pointing out how
the sociological imagination can allow usto see the contempor ary wor kplace afresh. Up-to-date and
well-informed, this new edition isparticularly impressivein the way that it helpsthe reader look
across debates to see connections and commonalities. The book will be eagerly recommended by
lecturers and well-received by students." —Marek Korczynski, Professor of Sociology of Work,
Loughborough University, UK

"Thisnicely crafted textbook by one of the leading and most experienced scholars of sociology of work
and organizations provides an excellent cover age of the entire field, combining a historical per spective
with a strong awar eness of contemporary developmentsin working life and theory." —Mats Alvesson,
Professor of Business’Management; Sociology Lund University, Siveden

About the Author



Nottingham University Business School, UK

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Victoria Williams:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Sociology, Work and
Industry: Fifth edition? Maybe it isto become best activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
some other opinion?

Vicki Head:

The book untitled Sociology, Work and Industry: Fifth edition contain alot of information on that. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The
author gives you in the new time of literary works. Y ou can read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Roy Taylor:

Within this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of many books in thetop list in
your reading list is usually Sociology, Work and Industry: Fifth edition. This book that is certainly qualified
as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this
book you can get many advantages.

Robert Mills;

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know that
little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading is very important
and book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to include you knowledge, except your own personal
teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books that can
you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Sociology, Work and Industry: Fifth edition.
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