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In his first novel since Corelli’s Mandolin, Louis de Bernières creates a world,
populates it with characters as real as our best friends, and launches it into the
maelstrom of twentieth-century history. The setting is a small village in
southwestern Anatolia in the waning years of the Ottoman Empire. Everyone
there speaks Turkish, though they write it in Greek letters. It’s a place that has
room for a professional blasphemer; where a brokenhearted aga finds solace in
the arms of a Circassian courtesan who isn’t Circassian at all; where a beautiful
Christian girl named Philothei is engaged to a Muslim boy named Ibrahim. But
all of this will change when Turkey enters the modern world. Epic in sweep,
intoxicating in its sensual detail, Birds Without Wings is an enchantment.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
It's been nearly a decade since Captain Corelli's Mandolin became a word-of-mouth bestseller (and then a
major feature film), and devotees will eagerly dig into de Bernières' sweeping historical follow-up. This time
the setting is the small Anatolian town of Eskibahçe, in the waning days of the Ottoman Empire. The large
cast of characters of intermixed Turkish, Greek and Armenian descent includes breathtakingly lovely
Philothei, a Christian girl, and her beloved Ibrahim, the childhood friend and Muslim to whom she is
betrothed. The narrative immediately sets up Philothei's death and Ibrahim's madness as the focal tragedy
caused by the sweep of history—but this is a bit of a red herring. Various first-person voices alternate in
brief chapters with an authorial perspective that details the interactions of the town's residents as the region is
torn apart by war; a parallel set of chapters follows the life of Kemal Atatürk, who established Turkey as a
modern, secular country. The necessary historical information can be tedious, and stilted prose renders some
key characters (like Philothei) one-dimensional. But when de Bernières relaxes his grip on the grand sweep
of history—as he does with the lively and affecting anecdotes involving the Muslim landlord Rustem Bey
and his wife and mistress—the results resonate with the very personal consequences that large-scale change
can effect. Though some readers may balk at the novel's sheer heft, the reward is an effective and moving
portrayal of a way of life—and lives—that might, if not for Bernières's careful exposition and imagination,
be lost to memory forever.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From The New Yorker
"Destiny caresses the few, but molests the many," a proverb-prone narrator reflects as he begins the story of
Eskibahçe, a small town in Anatolia, and of its inhabitants' fate in the turmoil of the early twentieth century.
After generations of cheerful intermingling, the town's Muslim Turks, Christian Greeks, and Armenians are
divided by the First World War and then by the collapse of the Ottoman Empire. De Bernières gamely tries
to illustrate the human cost—a complex series of migrations and persecutions—through a cast of endearing,
folksy characters. He interleaves the narratives with the biography of Kemal Atatürk. But history, in this
case, may be too vast for his approach; despite many affecting moments, both the big picture and the small
stories are lost in an overwhelming sprawl.
Copyright © 2005 The New Yorker

From Bookmarks Magazine
The ten years since the runaway success of De Bernières’ Corelli’s Mandolin have provided ample time for
reviewers to sharpen their pencils. But potshots at his new novel are scarce, at least on this side of the
Atlantic. Critics applaud the author’s continued liberties with point of view, but the large cast of characters
obscures the narrative focus; many don’t rise above one-note characterization. Other critics argue that the
collective power of these voices, not the individual timbre, counts. Where Corelli’s Mandolin was a love
story set against the backdrop of war, here the battlefield takes center stage. The Guardian claims that the
Gallipoli set piece is “far beyond anything De Bernières has attempted or achieved up to now”—and if
you’re willing to taste kadinbudu köfte or iç pilàv and other local flavors, you’ll enjoy the ride.

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Patricia White:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly
because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Birds Without Wings to read.

Valerie Wright:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
every day to reading a guide. The book Birds Without Wings it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Edward Upton:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Birds Without Wings provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Alexander Pridmore:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Birds Without Wings.
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