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Humor permeates every aspect of society and has done so for thousands of years.
People experience it daily through television, newspapers, literature, and contact
with others. Rarely do social researchers analyze humor or try to determine what
makes it such a dominating force in our lives. The types of jokes a person enjoys
contribute significantly to the definition of that person as well as to the character
of a given society. Arthur Asa Berger explores these and other related topics in
An Anatomy of Humor. He shows how humor can range from the simple pun to
complex plots in Elizabethan plays.

Berger examines a number of topics—ethnicity, race, gender, politics—each with
its own comic dimension. Laughter is beneficial to both our physical and mental
health, according to Berger. He discerns a multiplicity of ironies that are intrinsic
to the analysis of humor. He discovers as much complexity and ambiguity in a
cartoon, such as Mickey Mouse, as he finds in an important piece of literature,
such as Huckleberry Finn. An Anatomy of Humor is an intriguing and enjoyable
read for people interested in humor and the impact of popular and mass culture
on society. It will also be of interest to professionals in communication and
psychologists concerned with the creative process.
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Humor permeates every aspect of society and has done so for thousands of years. People experience it daily
through television, newspapers, literature, and contact with others. Rarely do social researchers analyze
humor or try to determine what makes it such a dominating force in our lives. The types of jokes a person
enjoys contribute significantly to the definition of that person as well as to the character of a given society.
Arthur Asa Berger explores these and other related topics in An Anatomy of Humor. He shows how humor
can range from the simple pun to complex plots in Elizabethan plays.

Berger examines a number of topics—ethnicity, race, gender, politics—each with its own comic dimension.
Laughter is beneficial to both our physical and mental health, according to Berger. He discerns a multiplicity
of ironies that are intrinsic to the analysis of humor. He discovers as much complexity and ambiguity in a
cartoon, such as Mickey Mouse, as he finds in an important piece of literature, such as Huckleberry Finn. An
Anatomy of Humor is an intriguing and enjoyable read for people interested in humor and the impact of
popular and mass culture on society. It will also be of interest to professionals in communication and
psychologists concerned with the creative process.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This book belongs on the shelf of anyone who appreciates humor. It also belongs in the laboratories of
psychological researchers investigating when and how we laugh.”

—T. Cameron Wild, Contemporary Psychology

“This is a significant book, and it will surely have a welcome place in any professional humor library.”

—Don L. F. Nilsen, Humor

About the Author

Arthur Asa Berger is professor emeritus of broadcast and electronic communication arts at San Francisco
State University. He is the author of numerous articles, book reviews, and books on media, popular culture,
humor, and tourism, and he is the series editor of Transaction’s Communication and Mass Culture and
Humor series.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tiffany Hassell:

The guide untitled An Anatomy of Humor is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see
the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of research
when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of An Anatomy of Humor from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Diego Mears:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or all their
friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that
you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the book
untitled An Anatomy of Humor can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.



Wanda Woods:

An Anatomy of Humor can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing An Anatomy of Humor although doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Donald Hidalgo:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book An Anatomy of Humor to
make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and
reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that
the reserve An Anatomy of Humor can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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