
The Joaquín Band: The History behind the
Legend

By Lori Lee Wilson

The Joaquín Band: The History behind the Legend By Lori Lee Wilson

After the U.S.-Mexican War, gold was discovered in northern California, a
Mexican territory that had been ceded to the United States. Thousands of
Mexican and American citizens traveled to the gold region and soon clashed. The
ruling Americans enforced unjust laws that impelled some Mexicans to become
bandits, Joaquín Murrieta among them. He became something of a media myth,
with a few newspaper editors complaining that he was reportedly seen in two or
more counties at once. In 1854 journalist John Rollin Ridge published a book
about the legendary Joaquín band, with news accounts providing the foundation
for Ridge’s story. In one newspaper, Murrieta was quoted as saying he had
suffered abuse at the hands of Americans and so was justified in seeking revenge
by trampling their laws under foot. Murrieta’s justification became an oft-
repeated refrain among bandits, one designed to excite sympathy and gain
followers.  

By digging up Spanish sources and revisiting English sources, Lori Lee Wilson
discovered previously unrecognized cultural and political forces that shaped the
Joaquín band legend. She reveals the roots of an American fear of a Mexican
guerrilla band threat in 1850 and the political and societal response to that
perceived threat throughout the decade. Wilson also examines how the Joaquín
band played in the Spanish-language newspapers of the time and their view of
the vigilante response. The Joaquín Band is a fascinating examination of the role
of the Joaquín band legend in California and Chicano history and how it was
shaped over time.
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After the U.S.-Mexican War, gold was discovered in northern California, a Mexican territory that had been
ceded to the United States. Thousands of Mexican and American citizens traveled to the gold region and
soon clashed. The ruling Americans enforced unjust laws that impelled some Mexicans to become bandits,
Joaquín Murrieta among them. He became something of a media myth, with a few newspaper editors
complaining that he was reportedly seen in two or more counties at once. In 1854 journalist John Rollin
Ridge published a book about the legendary Joaquín band, with news accounts providing the foundation for
Ridge’s story. In one newspaper, Murrieta was quoted as saying he had suffered abuse at the hands of
Americans and so was justified in seeking revenge by trampling their laws under foot. Murrieta’s
justification became an oft-repeated refrain among bandits, one designed to excite sympathy and gain
followers.  

By digging up Spanish sources and revisiting English sources, Lori Lee Wilson discovered previously
unrecognized cultural and political forces that shaped the Joaquín band legend. She reveals the roots of an
American fear of a Mexican guerrilla band threat in 1850 and the political and societal response to that
perceived threat throughout the decade. Wilson also examines how the Joaquín band played in the Spanish-
language newspapers of the time and their view of the vigilante response. The Joaquín Band is a fascinating
examination of the role of the Joaquín band legend in California and Chicano history and how it was shaped
over time.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Irene Gwyn:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Joaquín Band: The History behind the
Legend book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Jennifer Stewart:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The
Joaquín Band: The History behind the Legend, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Anita Jones:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That The Joaquín Band: The History behind the Legend can
give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Joaquín Band: The History
behind the Legend.

Jerry Rivera:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but



nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
The Joaquín Band: The History behind the Legend can make you feel more interested to read.
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