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Sources of Japanese Tradition is a best-selling classic, unrivaled for its wide
selection of source readings on history, society, politics, education, philosophy,
and religion in the Land of the Rising Sun. In this long-awaited second edition,
the editors have revised or retranslated most of the texts in the original 1958
edition, and added a great many selections not included or translated before.
They have also restructured volume 1 to span the period from the early Japanese
chronicles to the end of the sixteenth century. New additions include:

* readings on early and medieval Shinto and on the tea ceremony,

* readings on state Buddhism and Chinese political thought influential in Japan,
and

* sections on women's education, medieval innovations in the uses of history,
and laws and precepts of the medieval warrior houses.

Together, the selections shed light on the development of Japanese civilization in
its own terms, without reference to Western parallels, and will continue to assist
generations of students and lay readers in understanding Japanese culture.
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Editorial Review

Review

The long awaited second edition, with new contributions reflecting who's who in the field, adds new readings
and revisions for a more balanced perspecitve... Sources lives again as a useful introduction that "lets the
Japanese speak for themselves."

(Religious Studies Review)

I am a fan of Volume One of Sources of Japanese Tradition... The daunting task of revisiting such a classic
was skillfully handled by the editors.

(Japanese Journal of Religious Studies)

Review

A tour de force... This book will, as it has for 40 years, be exceedingly useful to a wide variety of entry-level
courses in Japanese history, culture, civilization, as well as high-level courses in Japanese thought and
religion.

(Joshua Fogel, author of The Nanjing Massacre in History and Historiography)

A treasure?far and away the most eloquent, elegant, and incisive selection of ancient and medieval writings
available in English. The appearance of this new edition is true cause for celebration by anyone seriously
interested in Japan.

(John W. Dower, author of Embracing Defeat: Japan in the Wake of World War II)

About the Author

Wm. Theodore de Bary is John Mitchell Mason Professor Emeritus and Provost Emeritus of Columbia
University, and currently holds the title of Special Service Professor. He has written extensively on
Confucianism in East Asia, and is editor of the first editions of Sources of Chinese Tradition and Sources of
Japanese Tradition (both published by Columbia). Donald Keene is Shincho Professor of Japanese
Literature and University Professor Emeritus at Columbia. He is author, editor, or translator of more than
thirty books of criticism and works of literature. George Tanabe is Chair of the Department of Religion at the
University of Hawaii. He is editor of Religions of Japan in Practice (Princeton Readings in Religions), co-
editor of Practically Religious : Worldly Benefits and the Common Religion of Japan, and other books. Paul
Varley is Professor of History at the University of Hawaii and author of Japanese Culture (Hawaii),
Warriors of Japan: As Portrayed in the War Tales, and other books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Christopher Gaul:

This book untitled Sources of Japanese Tradition, Volume One: From Earliest Times to 1600 (Volume 1) to
be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you
can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it
through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since
you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your
list.

Anna Rangel:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Sources of Japanese Tradition, Volume One: From
Earliest Times to 1600 (Volume 1) can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Shane Hern:

Typically the book Sources of Japanese Tradition, Volume One: From Earliest Times to 1600 (Volume 1)
has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very
famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Carole Arehart:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Sources of Japanese Tradition, Volume One:
From Earliest Times to 1600 (Volume 1) reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how
to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
uncertainty Sources of Japanese Tradition, Volume One: From Earliest Times to 1600 (Volume 1) as good
book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain
book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on
your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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