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Jews have long been a presence in the American South, first arriving in the late
seventeenth century as part of exploratory voyages from Europe to the New
World. Two of the nation’s earliest Jewish communities were founded in
Savannah in 1733 and Charleston in 1749. By 1800, more Jews lived in
Charleston than in New York City. Today, Jews comprise less than one half of
one percent of the southern population but provide critical sustenance and
support for their communities.

Nonetheless, southern Jews have perplexed scholars. For more than a century,
historians have wrestled with various questions. Why study southern Jewish
history? What is the southern Jewish experience? Is southern Jewish culture
distinctive from that of other regions of the country, and if so, why?

Jewish Roots in Southern Soil: A New History addresses these questions through
the voices of a new generation of scholars of the Jewish South. Each of this
book’s thirteen chapters reflects a response with particular attention paid to new
studies on women and gender; black/Jewish relations and the role of race,
politics, and economic life; popular and material culture; and the changes
wrought by industrialization and urbanization in the twentieth century. Essays
address historical issues from the colonial era to the present and in every region
of the South. Topics include assimilation and American Jewish identity, southern
Jewish women writers, the Jewish Confederacy, Jewish peddlers, southern
Jewish racial identity, black/Jewish relations, demographic change, the rise of
American Reform Judaism, and Jews in southern literature.
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Jews have long been a presence in the American South, first arriving in the late seventeenth century as part
of exploratory voyages from Europe to the New World. Two of the nation’s earliest Jewish communities
were founded in Savannah in 1733 and Charleston in 1749. By 1800, more Jews lived in Charleston than in
New York City. Today, Jews comprise less than one half of one percent of the southern population but
provide critical sustenance and support for their communities.

Nonetheless, southern Jews have perplexed scholars. For more than a century, historians have wrestled with
various questions. Why study southern Jewish history? What is the southern Jewish experience? Is southern
Jewish culture distinctive from that of other regions of the country, and if so, why?

Jewish Roots in Southern Soil: A New History addresses these questions through the voices of a new
generation of scholars of the Jewish South. Each of this book’s thirteen chapters reflects a response with
particular attention paid to new studies on women and gender; black/Jewish relations and the role of race,
politics, and economic life; popular and material culture; and the changes wrought by industrialization and
urbanization in the twentieth century. Essays address historical issues from the colonial era to the present and
in every region of the South. Topics include assimilation and American Jewish identity, southern Jewish
women writers, the Jewish Confederacy, Jewish peddlers, southern Jewish racial identity, black/Jewish
relations, demographic change, the rise of American Reform Judaism, and Jews in southern literature.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This anthology of original essays is the most recent addition to the widening body of work on the history of
the Jewish South, a neglected area of research until about 30 years ago. This collection covers an extensive
chronology, from the first Jewish settlers in the South in the 1730s up to the present day, and debates what it
means to be both Southern and Jewish. The book serves the dual purpose of offering an introduction to the
field and furthering discussion of the Southern Jewish experience in the United States.”—Library Journal

“The anthology provides thirteen fascinating articles on a variety of topics including southern Jewish women
writers, African American-Jewish relations, Jewish peddlers, Jewish Confederates, and the blossoming of
Reform Judaism in the region. The book will delight erudite scholars and ‘snowbirds’ who go ‘south’ to
escape the cold weather and would like to learn how Jews shaped the region.”—Jewish Book World

“An area of history long neglected . . . this book is a must-have for anyone interested in the American Jewish
experience.”—Virginia Jewish Life

“Jewish Roots in Southern Soil now stands as the best one-volume treatment of the history of Jews in the
American South. The thirteen essays, foreword, and excellent introduction are well written, engaging, and
informative. The methodologically diverse approaches enliven the volume without rendering it overly
eclectic. The editors Marcie Cohen Ferris and Mark I. Greenberg have collected representative, top-rate
scholarship that is sophisticated enough for academics while remaining accessible for undergraduate
students.”—Journal of American Ethnic History

“It is the central theme of race, appearing repeatedly in the essays as a whole, that accords a unique
dimension to Jewish Roots in Southern Soil, which thus offers an important contribution to American Jewish
historiography.”—Studies in Contemporary Jewry

Review
“With Jewish Roots in Southern Soil, the history of Jews in the South has finally come of age. Boldly
asserting the power of place, it demonstrates Southern Jews negotiating complicated identities across time
and space. The result, these essays masterfully convince, is a claim for this particular and unique American
identity.” (Pamela S. Nadell, Professor of History, American University)

“Jewish Roots in Southern Soil: a New History is a superb collection of essays on the still not fully known
topic of Jews in the American South. The breath of the topics discussed and the depth of the individual
essays make the book an essential and highly compelling reading. It provides readers with everything they
wanted to know about the subject and more.” (Yaakov Ariel, Professor of Religious Studies, The University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill)
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Evelyn White:

Here thing why this Jewish Roots in Southern Soil: A New History (Brandeis Series in American Jewish
History, Culture, and Life) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it
really depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Jewish Roots in
Southern Soil: A New History (Brandeis Series in American Jewish History, Culture, and Life) giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that
similar with Jewish Roots in Southern Soil: A New History (Brandeis Series in American Jewish History,
Culture, and Life). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing
the paper book maybe the form of Jewish Roots in Southern Soil: A New History (Brandeis Series in
American Jewish History, Culture, and Life) in e-book can be your option.

Edward Shaw:

The e-book with title Jewish Roots in Southern Soil: A New History (Brandeis Series in American Jewish
History, Culture, and Life) contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain
after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement
of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on
your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Lena Garcia:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Jewish Roots in Southern Soil: A New
History (Brandeis Series in American Jewish History, Culture, and Life) publication written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate
your own personal hunger then you still doubt Jewish Roots in Southern Soil: A New History (Brandeis
Series in American Jewish History, Culture, and Life) as good book not just by the cover but also from the



content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Tammie Jackson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Jewish
Roots in Southern Soil: A New History (Brandeis Series in American Jewish History, Culture, and Life) will
give you a new experience in examining a book.
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