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The Americas of the 1850s provides James Dunkerley with compelling material
for this majestic and unorthodox book. Drawing on a range of contemporary
sources, from Walt Whitman to Charles Darwin, Anthony Trollope, Karl Marx
and Domingo Faustino Sarmiento, he adopts a fully Atlanticist perspective to
reappraise the first steps in American modernity. Americana is arranged around
major themes: time and space, culture, political economy and international
relations. Between these more general discussions are edited transcripts and
commentaries on three court cases from the period which both divert and
illuminate: John Mitchel’s 1848 conviction for treason in Dublin which led him
through Bermuda, Tasmania and Nicaragua before joining the Confederate cause
in the US Civil War; Myra Gaines’ suit for the return of her legacy which reveals
her Sligo-born father to have conspired against Jefferson and treated with
Napoleon’s agents in the sale of Louisiana; Mariano Munoz’s trial for releasing a
prisoner on Good Friday in the style of Pontius Pilate which draws the curtain
back on Francisco Burdett O’Connor, prefect of Tarija, elder brother of the
Chartist leader Feargus and Simon Bolivar’s chief of staff.

Americana seeks simultaneously to savour the language and sensibilities of the
nineteenth century in the Americas and to provide a pleasurable critique of
contemporary vanities over globalisation and the complex sophistication of
modernity.
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The Americas of the 1850s provides James Dunkerley with compelling material for this majestic and
unorthodox book. Drawing on a range of contemporary sources, from Walt Whitman to Charles Darwin,
Anthony Trollope, Karl Marx and Domingo Faustino Sarmiento, he adopts a fully Atlanticist perspective to
reappraise the first steps in American modernity. Americana is arranged around major themes: time and
space, culture, political economy and international relations. Between these more general discussions are
edited transcripts and commentaries on three court cases from the period which both divert and illuminate:
John Mitchel’s 1848 conviction for treason in Dublin which led him through Bermuda, Tasmania and
Nicaragua before joining the Confederate cause in the US Civil War; Myra Gaines’ suit for the return of her
legacy which reveals her Sligo-born father to have conspired against Jefferson and treated with Napoleon’s
agents in the sale of Louisiana; Mariano Munoz’s trial for releasing a prisoner on Good Friday in the style of
Pontius Pilate which draws the curtain back on Francisco Burdett O’Connor, prefect of Tarija, elder brother
of the Chartist leader Feargus and Simon Bolivar’s chief of staff.

Americana seeks simultaneously to savour the language and sensibilities of the nineteenth century in the
Americas and to provide a pleasurable critique of contemporary vanities over globalisation and the complex
sophistication of modernity.
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Editorial Review

Review
One of our leading historians of Latin America and an authoritative and widely read commentator on its
recent affairs. -- The Guardian

About the Author
James Dunkerley is Professor of Politics at Queen Mary, University of London, and Director of the Institute
for the Study of the Americas. His books include Rebellion in the Veins, Power in the Isthmus and The Long
War, all published by Verso.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tiffany Lyons:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Americana: The Americas in the World Around 1850. Try to
make book Americana: The Americas in the World Around 1850 as your buddy. It means that it can to be
your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it
is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything
by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Ernestine Pagan:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Americana: The Americas in the World Around
1850. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important some sort of book Americana: The Americas in the World Around 1850. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Eunice Holt:

This Americana: The Americas in the World Around 1850 is completely new way for you who has attention
to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Americana:
The Americas in the World Around 1850 can be the light food for you because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable



by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type
for your better life as well as knowledge.

Brandon Giles:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Americana: The Americas in the World Around
1850 was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Americana: The Americas in
the World Around 1850 has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading this.
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