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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Permanently strapped to a chair by her deranged father, Genie (a pseudonym) spent her entire childhood in
the closed room of a virtually silent house in suburban California. When her nearly blind mother dragged her
into a Los Angeles welfare office in 1970, the emaciated teenager could barely speak. Bounced back and
forth between foster parents, institutions and her biological mother (her father fatally shot himself in 1970),
Genie improved her linguistic skills but ultimately proved unable to master the rudiments of language.
Basing this searing, tragic account on an article he wrote for the New Yorker, Rymer tells how linguists and
psychologists, eager to test their theories, competed for access to Genie, who now lives in a home for
retarded adults, hidden away from researchers by her mother. Rymer suggests that scientists and caretakers
treated Genie as a "wild child" instead of giving her supportive therapy that might have enabled her to
overcome the confining horrors of her childhood.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This is the true story of Genie, whose mentally unbalanced father tied her to a potty chair and left her alone
in her room. Because of this abuse, Genie lacked language and social skills, and she thereby became a pawn
in the great debate over language acquisition. Rymer here presents a fascinating look at a child's abuse and
the failure of the scientific community to help her achieve some normalcy. Describing her history and the
various tests and studies performed on her, he show how Genie ended up as just another case study.
Unfortunately, scientists considered Genie a unique opportunity to study language skills and acquisition
rather than a bewildered child who desperately needed help. Recommended for academic and larger public
libraries.
- Jennifer Langlois, Missouri Western State Coll. Lib., St. Joseph
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
A compelling account by journalist Rymer (The New Yorker, The New York Times, etc.) of a modern-day
``wild child'' so deprived of human contact that when she was found at age 13 she was virtually without
language--making her a prize subject for scientific study. From birth until she was discovered in 1970,
``Genie'' (a pseudonym) had been cruelly confined by her father to a small back room of her parents' house in
California's San Gabriel Valley. Once found, she was cared for initially at a children's hospital and then
transferred temporarily to the home of her teacher at the hospital's rehab center. Although the teacher applied
to become Genie's foster parent, the social-services department that acted as the child's guardian refused
consent, and for the next four years Genie lived in the home of David Rigler, chief psychologist of the
hospital's psychiatric division. Scientists from various disciplines competed fiercely for access to the girl,
among them linguists hoping to prove or disprove theories about how the human brain acquires language.
The outcome was not a happy one for Genie. When Rigler's research grant ran out, the child moved back
briefly with her mother and then into a series of inappropriate foster homes, eventually ending up in a home
for retarded adults, out of the scientists' reach. Although Rymer never met Genie--who eventually
disappeared--he tracked down and interviewed many of those most closely involved in caring for or studying
her. Their versions of what happened and what went wrong vary, but that Genie was exploited is beyond
doubt. Along the way, the author packs in a fair amount of information on linguistics and language
development. An eye-opening account of science gone awry and a life gone amiss. -- Copyright ©1993,
Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jodie Kahl:

The book Genie: A Scientific Tragedy give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use
to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book Genie: A Scientific
Tragedy to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a reserve Genie: A
Scientific Tragedy. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks.
So , how do you think about this book?

Sharon Keller:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Genie: A Scientific
Tragedy book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Carol Benally:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the
top collection in your reading list will be Genie: A Scientific Tragedy. This book that is certainly qualified as
The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.

Gene Lyons:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but novel and Genie: A Scientific Tragedy or others sources
were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to
include their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Genie: A Scientific
Tragedy to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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