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For the first time in English, Vladimir Nabokov’s earliest major work, written
when he was only twenty-four: his only full-length play, introduced by Thomas
Karshan and beautifully translated by Karshan and Anastasia Tolstoy.

The Tragedy of Mister Morn was written in the winter of 1923–1924, when
Nabokov was completely unknown. The five-act play—the story of an incognito
king whose love for the wife of a banished revolutionary brings on the chaos the
king has fought to prevent—was never published in Nabokov’s lifetime and lay
in manuscript until it appeared in a Russian literary journal in 1997. It is an
astonishingly precocious work, in exquisite verse, touching for the first time on
what would become this great writer’s major themes: intense sexual desire and
jealousy, the elusiveness of happiness, the power of the imagination, and the
eternal battle between truth and fantasy. The play is Nabokov’s major response to
the Russian Revolution, which he had lived through, but it approaches the events
of 1917 above all through the prism of Shakespearean tragedy.
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For the first time in English, Vladimir Nabokov’s earliest major work, written when he was only twenty-
four: his only full-length play, introduced by Thomas Karshan and beautifully translated by Karshan and
Anastasia Tolstoy.

The Tragedy of Mister Morn was written in the winter of 1923–1924, when Nabokov was completely
unknown. The five-act play—the story of an incognito king whose love for the wife of a banished
revolutionary brings on the chaos the king has fought to prevent—was never published in Nabokov’s lifetime
and lay in manuscript until it appeared in a Russian literary journal in 1997. It is an astonishingly precocious
work, in exquisite verse, touching for the first time on what would become this great writer’s major themes:
intense sexual desire and jealousy, the elusiveness of happiness, the power of the imagination, and the eternal
battle between truth and fantasy. The play is Nabokov’s major response to the Russian Revolution, which he
had lived through, but it approaches the events of 1917 above all through the prism of Shakespearean
tragedy.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Nabokov is a master, his place in the pantheon assured. This play, discovered among his papers and first
published in Russia in 1997, is considered his first major work, as the translators explain in their cogent
introduction, as it contains in nascent form his principal themes. It is a tragedy that owes a debt to
Shakespeare, which the nimble, readable translation makes explicit with its use of loose iambic pentameter.
The work contains swerving turns of phrase and ringing contrasts that hint at the glorious writing of the
mature Nabokov: “ . . . An ant . . . / Funny, he runs like a man amidst a fire . . . .” This is a work of juvenilia
that will attract the specialist and the completist. The speeches often curdle into speechifying, and the work is
wildly uneven. The elements are simple enough: a nameless kingdom, a quartet of love stories, nihilistic
revolutionaries. But the story of revolt for revolt’s sake is powerful, and the play’s strength is how it
dramatizes this excruciating truth. --Michael Autrey

Review
The variety, force and richness of Nabokov's perceptions have not even the palest rival in modern fiction. To
read him in full flight is to experience stimulation that is at once intellectual, imaginative and aesthetic, the
nearest thing to pure sensual pleasure that prose can offer -- Martin Amis He did us all an honour by electing
to use, and transform, our language -- Anthony Burgess The power of the imagination is not apt soon to find
another champion of such vigour -- John Updike

About the Author
Vladimir Nabokov (1899-1977) was born in St Petersburg. He wrote his first literary works in Russian, but
rose to international prominence as a masterly prose stylist for the novels he composed in English, most
famously, Lolita. Between 1923 and 1940 he published novels, short stories, plays, poems and translations
and established himself as one of the most outstanding Russian emigre writers.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lester Jaworski:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Tragedy of Mister Morn. You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book The
Tragedy of Mister Morn. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Jessica Jones:

The book The Tragedy of Mister Morn has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write
this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.
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Derick Heinz:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Tragedy of Mister Morn can be the
respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Benjamin Herrera:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So
you know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The Tragedy of Mister Morn.
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