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With America's current and ever-widening gap between the rich and the poor and
the constant threat of the disappearance of the middle class, the Progressive Era
stands out as a time when the middle class had enough influence on the country
to start its own revolution. Before the Progressive Era most Americans lived on
farms, working from before sunrise to after sundown every day except Sunday
with tools that had changed very little for centuries. Just three decades later,
Americawas utterly transformed into a diverse, urban, affluent, |eisure-obsessed,
teeming multitude. This explosive change was accompanied by extraordinary
public-spiritedness as reformers--frightened by class conflict and the breakdown
of gender relations--abandoned their traditional faith in individualism and
embarked on a crusade to remake other Americansin their own image.

The progressives redefined the role of women, rewrote the rules of palitics,
banned the sale of alcohal, revolutionized marriage, and eventually whipped the
nation into afrenzy for joining World War |. These colorful, ambitious battles
changed the face of American culture and politics and established the modern
liberal pledge to use government power in the name of broad socia good. But the
progressives, unable to deliver on all of their promises, soon discovered that
Americans retained a powerful commitment to individual freedom. Ironically, the
progressive movement helped reestablish the power of conservatism and ensured
that Americawould never be wholly liberal or conservative for generations to
come.

Michael McGerr's A Fierce Discontent recreates atime of unprecedented
turbulence and unending fascination, showing the first American middlie-class
revolution. Far bolder than the New Deal of FDR or the New Frontier of JFK, the
Progressive Erawas a time when everything was up for grabs and perfection
beckoned.
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With America's current and ever-widening gap between the rich and the poor and the constant threat of the
disappearance of the middle class, the Progressive Era stands out as a time when the middle class had enough
influence on the country to start its own revolution. Before the Progressive Eramost Americans lived on
farms, working from before sunrise to after sundown every day except Sunday with tools that had changed
very little for centuries. Just three decades later, America was utterly transformed into a diverse, urban,
affluent, leisure-obsessed, teeming multitude. This explosive change was accompanied by extraordinary
public-spiritedness as reformers--frightened by class conflict and the breakdown of gender relations--
abandoned their traditional faith in individualism and embarked on a crusade to remake other Americansin
their own image.

The progressives redefined the role of women, rewrote the rules of politics, banned the sale of alcohal,
revolutionized marriage, and eventually whipped the nation into a frenzy for joining World War I. These
colorful, ambitious battles changed the face of American culture and politics and established the modern
liberal pledge to use government power in the name of broad social good. But the progressives, unable to
deliver on all of their promises, soon discovered that Americans retained a powerful commitment to
individual freedom. Ironically, the progressive movement helped reestablish the power of conservatism and
ensured that Americawould never be wholly liberal or conservative for generations to come.

Michael McGerr's A Fierce Discontent recreates atime of unprecedented turbulence and unending
fascination, showing the first American middle-class revolution. Far bolder than the New Deal of FDR or the
New Frontier of JFK, the Progressive Era was atime when everything was up for grabs and perfection
beckoned.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Simply put, thisis history at its best.... A truly remarkable effort from one of our nation's finest historians.”-
-Publishers Weekly "M cGerr...captures the defining ethos of the progressive movement.”--New York Times
"[McGerr's] ambitious meld of character, policy, and context should make his book alandmark in the field."-
-The Nation "The author is a master of his subject, and his book may prove to be the definitive text on the
triumphs and inevitable downfall of the progressive movement."--Christian Science Monitor

About the Author

Michael McGerr isProfessor of History and Associate Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at Indiana
University. Heisthe recipient of an NEH fellowship and severa teaching awars, and speaks regularly on
topicsin American history, politics, and culture.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ethan Scott:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one together
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the
Progressive Movement in America, 1870-1920 is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Diana Saffold:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a new book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
entire day to reading a publication. The book A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive
Movement in America, 1870-1920 it doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of people that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mQore quickly to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.



Arthur Furr:

Isit you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the
Progressive Movement in America, 1870-1920 can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.

Y ou are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new erais common not a nerd
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Jose Weitzman:

In this erawhich isthe greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust ssmple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of many books in the top
checklist in your reading list is A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in
America, 1870-1920. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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