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Men of Bronze takes up one of the most important and fiercely debated subjects
in ancient history and classics: how did archaic Greek hoplites fight, and what
role, if any, did hoplite warfare play in shaping the Greek polis? In the nineteenth
century, George Grote argued that the phalanx battle formation of the hoplite
farmer citizen-soldier was the driving force behind a revolution in Greek social,
political, and cultural institutions. Throughout the twentieth century scholars
developed and refined this grand hoplite narrative with the help of archaeology.
But over the past thirty years scholars have criticized nearly every major tenet of
this orthodoxy. Indeed, the revisionists have persuaded many specialists that the
evidence demands a new interpretation of the hoplite narrative and a rewriting of
early Greek history. Men of Bronze gathers leading scholars to advance the
current debate and bring it to a broader audience of ancient historians, classicists,
archaeologists, and general readers.

After explaining the historical context and significance of the hoplite question,
the book assesses and pushes forward the debate over the traditional hoplite
narrative and demonstrates why it is at a crucial turning point. Instead of reaching
a consensus, the contributors have sharpened their differences, providing new
evidence, explanations, and theories about the origin, nature, strategy, and tactics
of the hoplite phalanx and its effect on Greek culture and the rise of the polis.

The contributors include Paul Cartledge, Lin Foxhall, John Hale, Victor Davis
Hanson, Donald Kagan, Peter Krentz, Kurt Raaflaub, Adam Schwartz, Anthony
Snodgrass, Hans van Wees, and Gregory Viggiano.
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institutions. Throughout the twentieth century scholars developed and refined this grand hoplite narrative
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interpretation of the hoplite narrative and a rewriting of early Greek history. Men of Bronze gathers leading
scholars to advance the current debate and bring it to a broader audience of ancient historians, classicists,
archaeologists, and general readers.

After explaining the historical context and significance of the hoplite question, the book assesses and pushes
forward the debate over the traditional hoplite narrative and demonstrates why it is at a crucial turning point.
Instead of reaching a consensus, the contributors have sharpened their differences, providing new evidence,
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Editorial Review

Review
"In no other work will readers find the foremost experts on Greek political and military history, including
Paul Cartledge, Donald Kagan, Hans Van Wees, and Peter Krentz, together."--Choice

"This book is geared to presenting the parameters of the hoplite debate in the clearest possible terms, a goal
in which it succeeds. Anyone charged with teaching about hoplite warfare and its role in Greek history, let
alone anyone doing original research on the subject, will find this book useful and necessary."--Matthew A.
Sears, Bryn Mawr Classical Review

"Men of Bronze carries the debate forward brilliantly and, in the process, illuminates many other facets of the
archaic and classical Greek world."--William Shepherd, Anglo-Hellenic Review

From the Back Cover

"This is the new hoplite book everyone has been waiting for--punchy, stimulating, up-to-date, and full of
excitement and contention, like a hoplite scrum."--John Ma, University of Oxford

"Controversies of great interest surround the topic of hoplite warfare and its connections to Greek society
and culture. The scholars contributing to this excellent volume include some of the best in the world. The
chapters present often-divergent views on crucial issues. Scholars of Greek military history, war and society,
and archaic Greece will want to consult this important collection."--Peter Hunt, University of Colorado,
Boulder

About the Author
Donald Kagan is Sterling Professor of Classics and History at Yale University. His most recent books are
"The Peloponnesian War" and "Thucydides: The Reinvention of History." Gregory F. Viggiano is associate
professor of history at Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, Connecticut. He and Kagan are the authors of
"Problems in the History of Ancient Greece."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Rubio:

This Men of Bronze: Hoplite Warfare in Ancient Greece are generally reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Men of Bronze: Hoplite Warfare in Ancient Greece can be
one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed
you with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Men of
Bronze: Hoplite Warfare in Ancient Greece giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So ,
let's have it appreciate reading.



Erin Cummins:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Men of Bronze: Hoplite Warfare in Ancient Greece, you could tells your family, friends in addition
to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Maranda Shoemaker:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Men of Bronze: Hoplite Warfare
in Ancient Greece which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Carmen Dana:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Men of Bronze: Hoplite Warfare in Ancient
Greece can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Men of Bronze: Hoplite
Warfare in Ancient Greece.
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