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On the Happiness of the Philosophic Life presents Heinrich Meier’s
confrontation with Rousseau’s Rêveries, the philosopher’s most beautiful and
daring work, as well as his last and least understood. Bringing to bear more than
thirty years of study of Rousseau, Meier unfolds his stunningly original
interpretation in two parts. 

           

The first part of On the Happiness of the Philosophic Life approaches the
Rêveries not as another autobiographical text in the tradition of the Confessions
and the Dialogues, but as a reflection on the philosophic life and the distinctive
happiness it provides. The second turns to a detailed analysis of a work referred
to in the Rêveries, the “Profession of Faith of the Savoyard Vicar,” which
triggered Rousseau’s political persecution when it was originally published as
part of Émile.  In his examination of this most controversial of Rousseau’s
writings, which aims to lay the foundations for a successful nonphilosophic life,
Meier brings to light the differences between natural religion as expressed by the
Vicar and Rousseau’s natural theology. Together, the two reciprocally
illuminating parts of this study provide an indispensable guide to Rousseau and
to the understanding of the nature of the philosophic life.

“[A] dense but precise and enthralling analysis.”—New Yorker
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Editorial Review

Review

“Meier is deeply impressive in his mastery of Rousseau’s oeuvre. With On the Happiness of the Philosophic
Life, he presents a startlingly original interpretation of one of Rousseau’s most beautiful and elusive
works—the Reveries. His interpretation is sure to be controversial, but it is presented with an elegance,
intensity, and thoroughness that will command the attention of all serious Rousseau scholars and those
broadly interested in the history of political philosophy.”
(Susan Meld Shell, Boston College)

“No one before Meier has described Rousseau’s philosophic ‘revolution’ with more plausibility and subtlety;
his book sets a standard hardly surpassable over the long-term.”
(Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, praise for the German edition)

About the Author

Heinrich Meier is director of the Carl Friedrich von Siemens Foundation in Munich, professor of
philosophy at the University of Munich, and permanent visiting professor in the John U. Nef Committee on
Social Thought at the University of Chicago. He is the author of eight books, including Carl Schmitt and Leo
Strauss and The Lesson of Carl Schmitt. Robert Berman is professor of philosophy at Xavier University of
Louisiana.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Gibson:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book On the Happiness of the Philosophic
Life: Reflections on Rousseau's Rêveries in Two Books. All type of book can you see on many options. You
can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Mary Olive:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy
read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual On the Happiness of
the Philosophic Life: Reflections on Rousseau's Rêveries in Two Books is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader capricious experience.



Ruth Michel:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
large amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you
have read is definitely On the Happiness of the Philosophic Life: Reflections on Rousseau's Rêveries in Two
Books.

Thelma Martin:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
to you is On the Happiness of the Philosophic Life: Reflections on Rousseau's Rêveries in Two Books this
book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented
how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often
the writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.
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