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Foreword by Patrick D. Miller

In this remarkable, acclaimed history of the development of monotheism, Mark
S. Smith explains how Israel's religion evolved from a cult of Yahweh as a
primary deity among many to a fully defined monotheistic faith with Yahweh as
sole god. Repudiating the traditional view that Israel was fundamentally different
in culture and religion from its Canaanite neighbors, this provocative book argues
that Israelite religion developed, at least in part, from the religion of Canaan.
Drawing on epigraphic and archaeological sources, Smith cogently demonstrates
that Israelite religion was not an outright rejection of foreign, pagan gods but,
rather, was the result of the progressive establishment of a distinctly separate
Israelite identity. This thoroughly revised second edition ofThe Early History of
God includes a substantial new preface by the author and a foreword by Patrick
D. Miller.
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Editorial Review

Review

Journal of Biblical Literature
"Review of the first editon ? Smith deserves a very careful and appreciative hearing. . . This book provides a
feast for the attentive reader and concerned scholar."

The Christian Century
"Review of the first editon ? Smith assembles and analyzes a tremendous array of archaeological and textual
evidence to challenge the notion of Israel's religious distinctiveness. . . The implications of this insight for
theological reflection on Judaism are incalculable."

Catholic Biblical Quarterly
"Review of the first editon ? It is rare to find a book so steeped in the primary evidence of texts and history
and so thoroughly conversant with the nuances of recent scholarly discussion. . . Smith's admirable erudition
and discerning judgment will make this book required reading for present and future generations of biblical
scholars and students."

Journal of the American Academy of Religion
"Review of the first editon ? The notes are a treasury of information and resources for scholars, yet the
treatment is one that an informed reader can follow. . . One is left with both respect for Smith's contribution
and also a clear awareness of how it cuts against the basic grain of the biblical text itself."

From the Back Cover
In this remarkable, acclaimed history of the development of monotheism, Mark S. Smith explains how
Israel's religion evolved from a cult of Yahweh as a primary deity among many to a fully defined
monotheistic faith with Yahweh as sole god. Repudiating the traditional view that Israel was fundamentally
different in culture and religion from its Canaanite neighbors, this provocative book argues that Israelite
religion developed, at least in part, from the religion of Canaan. Drawing on epigraphic and archaeological
sources, Smith cogently demonstrates that Israelite religion was not an outright rejection of foreign, pagan
gods but, rather, was the result of the progressive establishment of a distinctly separate Israelite identity. This
thoroughly revised second edition of "The Early History of God includes a substantial new preface by the
author and a foreword by Patrick D. Miller.

About the Author

Mark S. Smith holds the Skirball Chair of Bible and Ancient Near Eastern Studies at New York University.
His many other books include The Early History of God: Yahweh and the Other Deities in Ancient Israel and
God in Translation: Deities in Cross-Cultural Discourse in the Biblical World.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Maria Smith:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book
everywhere? It okay you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The
Early History of God: Yahweh and the Other Deities in Ancient Israel (The Biblical Resource Series) which
is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Frank Botelho:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among
the books in the top record in your reading list is definitely The Early History of God: Yahweh and the Other
Deities in Ancient Israel (The Biblical Resource Series). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can
get many advantages.

Sherri Ellison:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book The Early History of God: Yahweh and the Other Deities in Ancient Israel (The Biblical
Resource Series) we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person
must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life by this book The Early History of God: Yahweh and the Other Deities in Ancient Israel
(The Biblical Resource Series). You can more inviting than now.

Shirley Bishop:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book The Early History of God: Yahweh and the
Other Deities in Ancient Israel (The Biblical Resource Series) to make your reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple
book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to
be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the guide The Early History
of God: Yahweh and the Other Deities in Ancient Israel (The Biblical Resource Series) can to be your friend
when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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