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In a revised edition, brought completely up to date with a new preface and
afterword and an expanded bibliography, Bruce Levine's succinct and persuasive
treatment of the basic issues that precipitated the Civil War is as compelling as
ever. Levine explores the far-reaching, divisive changes in American life that
came with the incomplete Revolution of 1776 and the development of two
distinct social systems, one based on slavery, the other on free labor--changes out
of which the Civil War developed.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this academic but accessible survey of the 80 years preceding the Civil War, historian Levine ( Who Built
America: The Place of Labor History and Working People in U.S. History ) synthesizes a vast body of
scholarship to show how the country's two different labor systems influenced economics, society, culture
and, ultimately, politics. The North's free market nurtured "free will" evangelicalism over Calvinist
predestination, and that evangelicalism clashed with slavery. In the South the slave system affected the
planter class not only in religion but in entertainment and morality. Ironically, slaves "appropriated both the
democratic-republican and evangelical Christian doctrine of the nation that held them captive and reshaped
those materials into weapons of liberation." Northern unity was for years undermined by differences
regarding the ethics of its own free labor system, but the South's demand for increased federal guarantees for
slavery--to preserve its own economy--finally forced the North to confront the issue of slavery. That led to
increased polarization and war, what black leader Frederick Douglass called "the inexorable logic of events."
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
In this vigorously argued narrative tracking the causes of the Civil War, Levine tries to explain what drove so
many working people to commit themselves to the cause of freedom--Southern slaves by their efforts to
resist bondage and Northern farmers, mechanics, and factory laborers by their support for free soil and free
labor principles. By Levine's reckoning, the slavery issue overrode ethnic and economic concerns and made
sectional differences almost irreconciliable within the framework of the Union. Levine succeeds in giving
fresh views of the social lives of immigrants, slaves, and working people generally, but his preoccupation
with the politics of slavery overwhelms his social history and makes disunion seem more predestined than it
really was. Still, this is an eminently readable, intelligent book recommended for use in college courses and
for purchase by college/university libraries.
- Randall M. Miller, St. Joseph's Univ., Philadelphia
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"A skillful blending of social, cultural, and political history."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lee Durfee:

The book Half Slave and Half Free, Revised Edition: The Roots of Civil War can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Half Slave and Half
Free, Revised Edition: The Roots of Civil War? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Half Slave and Half Free, Revised Edition: The Roots of Civil War has simple shape however
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.



Mary Gines:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question
because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Half Slave and Half Free,
Revised Edition: The Roots of Civil War to read.

Connie Medina:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Half Slave and Half Free,
Revised Edition: The Roots of Civil War is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Jason Valladares:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Half Slave and
Half Free, Revised Edition: The Roots of Civil War suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Half Slave and Half Free, Revised Edition: The Roots
of Civil Waris a single of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core
of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see
the represented of the world in this book.
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